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Presidential Task Forces 


Announcement of Task Forces To Be Established 
To Assist the Administration With Ideas and 
Recommendations. September 22, 1969 


The President today announced the establishment 
of a series of Presidential task forces to assist the adminis- 
tration with ideas and recommendations for 1970 and 
beyond. Dr. Arthur F. Burns, Counsellor to the President, 
will have the responsibility for administering the task 
forces. 

The task forces will cover a broad range of policy. 
Among the task forces to be established are the following: 

Improving the Prospects of Small Business, The task 
force will conduct an overview of the problems faced by 
small business today, consider the problems that are likely 
to emerge in the years ahead, and recommend what might 
be done to enhance the prospects of small business in this 
country. 

Rural Development. The task force will review the 
effectiveness of present rural assistance programs, and 
make recommendations as to what can be done in the pri- 
vate and public sectors to stimulate rural development. 

Business Taxation. The task force will deal with long- 
range goals for business tax policy, It will concentrate on 
the role of business taxes in promoting economic growth, 
full employment, and a strong, progressive economy. 

Oceanography. The task force will review the efforts of 
both the public and private sectors in the field of oceanog- 
raphy, and suggest what actions should be taken to ac- 
celerate the development of this increasingly important 
area of exploration. 

Science Policy. The task force will review the Federal 
Government's present science policy and make recom- 
mendations as to its future scope and direction. 

Air Pollution. The task force will evaluate the effec- 
tiveness of present efforts to curtail air pollution, and rec- 
ommend actions to lessen the air pollution hazard. 
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Priorities in Higher Education. The task force will 
study problems such as imbalance in the present develop- 
ment of higher education in the United States, the assur- 
ance of adequate support for colleges and universities, 
campus conditions and larger opportunities for students 
from minority and low income backgrounds. 

Low Income Housing. The task force will examine the 
problems involved in securing substantially increased 
numbers of adequate housing units for low income fami- 
lies. It will evaluate the effectiveness of present low in- 
come housing programs, and make recommendations as 
to how such programs can be improved and _ better 
coordinated. 

Model Cities. The task force will review the current 
status of the Model Cities program, evaluate its opera- 
tions to date, and make recommendations concerning its 
future direction. 

Prisoner Rehabilitation. The task force will examine 
the problems faced by the ex-offender in order to deter- 
mine how best to help him achieve a lastingly productive 
and rewarding return to society. It will appraise the effec- 
tiveness of present prisoner rehabilitation programs, sug- 
gest how such programs might be improved, and consider 
additional steps that could be taken. 

Women’s Rights and Responsibilities. The task force 
will review the present status of women in our society and 
recommend what might be done in the future to further 
advance their opportunities, 

Problems of the Physically Handicapped. The task force 
will review what the public and private sectors are now 
doing for handicapped Americans, and make recom- 
mendations as to how best achieve maximum help for the 
affected individual. Besides evaluating the effectiveness of 
present assistance programs for the handicapped, the task 
force will consider how community awareness and actions 
might be increased in the interest of the handicapped. 

Problems of the Aging. The task force will examine the 
problems faced by older people in order to determine how 
best to achieve security, dignity, and independence for 
them. It will review existing programs, suggest improve- 
ments in them, and recommend further actions that might 
be taken in this important area. 


NOTE: For announcement of the first of the series of task forces to 
be established, see the following item. 
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Task Force on Business Taxation 


Announcement of Establishment and M embership. 
September 22, 1969 


The President today announced the first of the present 
series of task forces that he is establishing to assist the ad- 
ministration with ideas and recommendations for 1970 
and beyond. John H. Alexander—of Mudge, Rose, 
Guthrie & Alexander—will be Chairman of the Task 
Force on Business Taxation. The task force will deal with 
long-range goals for business tax policy. It will concentrate 
on the role of business taxes in promoting economic 
growth, full employment, and a strong, progressive 
economy. 

Unlike most of the other task forces, which will focus 
on policy recommendations for the near future, this task 


force will concentrate on long term policy recommenda-— 


tions for the President. 

The first meeting of the task force was held on Saturday, 
September 13, 1969, at the Treasury Department. 

The members of the Task Force on Business Taxation 
are: 


Joun H. ALEXANDER (Chairman), Mudge, Rose, Guthrie, and 
Alexander, New York, N.Y. 

Rosert B. ANDERSON, former Secretary of the Treasury, 1 Rocke- 
feller Plaza, New York, N.Y. 

EucENneE F. Bocan, Bogan & Freeland, Washington, D.C. 

Marvin K. Cottutz, Vinson, Elkins, Searls & Connally, Houston, 
Tex. 

Henry H. Fow er, former Secretary of the Treasury, Goldman 
Sachs & Co., New York, N.Y. 

Rev. Witu1aM T. Hocan, S.J., director of Industrial Economic Re- 
search Institute, Fordham University, New York, N.Y. 

Gitpert W. Humpurey, M. A. Hanna Co., Cleveland, Ohio 

Cares C. MacLean, Dewey, Ballantine, Bushby, Palmer & Wood, 
New York, N.Y. 

Rocer MILuikEN, Deering Milliken, Inc., Spartanburg, S.C. 

KENNETH REAMEsS, Touche, Ross, Bailey & Smart, Detroit, Mich. 

B. KENNETH SANDEN, Price Waterhouse & Co., New York, N.Y. 

Dan Turoop Smitu, Graduate School of Business, Stanford Uni- 
versity, Stanford, Calif. 

Don J. Summa, Arthur Young & Co., New York, N.Y. 

Norman B. Ture, principal, Economics Department, Planning Re- 
search Corp., Washington, D.C. 


NOTE: For announcement of the establishment of a series of Presi- 
dential task forces, including the Task Force on Business Taxation, 
see the preceding item. 


Construction Industry Collective 
Bargaining Commission 


Statement by the President Announcing the 
Establishment and Membership of the 
Commission. September 22, 1969 


In my September 4, 1969, statement on the construc- 
tion industry I directed the Secretary of Labor to devise 
a way for union and employer groups to cooperate with 
each other and the government in the solution of collective 
bargaining and related problems in the industry. 
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Secretary Shultz has recommended the establishment 
of a tripartite Construction Industry Collective Bargaining 
Commission. I am issuing an Executive order immediately 
to implement this recommendation. 

Cooperative effort on the part of labor and manage- 
ment to work with government in times of stress is nothing 
new in the construction industry. Indeed, on numerous 
occasions in the past the Federal Government has re- 
quested the leaders of the industry to join together with the 
government to solve its pressing problems. 


Notable among these instances were the Board of Re- 
view and the Wage Adjustment Board of the World 
War II period, the Construction Industry Stabilization 
Commission of the Korean era, the Atomic Energy Labor 
Relations Panel established in 1948, and the President’s 
Missile Sites Labor Commission, 1961-67. 


The critical problems facing the industry today call 
again for special efforts both to meet the present challenge 
and to prepare the industry to cope with the unprece- 
dented demands which will be placed on it in the decade 
of the seventies. 


The Construction Industry Collective Bargaining Com- 
mission will be composed of four public representatives 
and an equal number from labor and from management. 
The Secretary of Labor, George P. Shultz, will serve as 
the Chairman and John T. Dunlop, Harvard University, 
as the Secretary of the Commission. George Romney, 
Secretary of the Department of Housing and Urban De- 
velopment, and J. Curtis Counts, Director of the Federal 
Mediation and Conciliation Service, will serve as the 
other public representatives on the Commission. 


The Commission will have two major roles. The first— 
vitally important in terms of the long-range growth and 
development of the construction industry—will be to bring 
together top management and labor representatives from 
all sectors and trades of the industry to discuss and seek 
solutions to a wide range of labor-management and man- 
power problems which directly affect the industry’s ability 
to grow and adapt to changing needs. Among the prob- 
lems to be considered are the training and development 
of construction manpower, instability and seasonality of 
employment opportunities, productivity and mobility of 
the construction labor force. 

The second major role of the Commission is to develop 
voluntary tripartite procedures in settling disputes. The 
presence of a third party representing the public in mat- 
ters so directly affecting the public interest is clearly 
desirable. The intent of these tripartite procedures is 
neither to provide for compulsory arbitration nor to ab- 
rogate rights to strike or lockout; the intent is to facilitate, 
through the collective bargaining process, industrial peace 
and stability in the construction industry. 

The Commission is directed to work and coordinate its 
study activities with the recently established Cabinet Com- 
mittee on Construction. In addition, I have asked all 
Federal agencies to cooperate with the Commission in 
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discharging its activities. In this connection, I have di- 
rected the Bureau of the Budget to compile annually and 
furnish to both the Commission and the Cabinet Commit- 
tee on Construction information regarding Federal or fed- 
erally assisted construction in such forms as the Commis- 
sion and Committee deem necessary in the discharge of 
their responsibilities. 


This administration is deeply committed to the institu- 
tion of free collective bargaining. As a fundamental 
premise, in order for the institution to survive and prosper 
the parties must assume the full share of their responsibil- 
ities to the industry and to the Nation. Through the years 
the strains of our dynamic economy bring greater pres- 
sures upon one industry than on others. ‘Today a combina- 
tion of circumstances has produced serious stress within 
the construction industry. I call upon the leaders of this 
important industry, working through the Collective Bar- 
gaining Commission, to attack problems and to seek solu- 
tions which will meet the current and future challenges of 
the industry. 


The Commission members are: 


Public 

. Georce P. Suuttz, Secretary of Labor, Washington, D.C.—Chair- 
man of the Commission 

GrorcE W. Romney, Secretary, Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, Washington, D.C. 

J. Curtis Counts, Director, Federal Mediation and Conciliation 
Service, Washington, D.C. 

Dr. Joun T. Duntop, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. 

Unions 

C. J. Haccerry, president, Building & Construction Trades Depart- 
ment, AFL-CIO, 815 16th Street, NW., Washington, D.C. 

M. A. HutcuHeEson, president, United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners of America, 101 Constitution Avenue, NW., Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

Peter T. SCHOEMANN, president, United Association of Journey- 
men and Apprentices of the Plumbing and Pipe Fitting In- 
dustry of the United States and Canada, 901 Massachusetts 
Avenue, NW., Washington, D.C. 

Hunter P. Wuarton, president, International Union of Operating 
Engineers, 1125 17th Street, NW., Washington, D.C. 

Employers 

E. S. TorreENCE, executive director, Painting and Decorating Con- 
tractors Association, 1629 K Street, NW., Washington, D.C. 

Rosert Hiccins, executive vice president, National Electrical Con- 
tractors Association, 1730 Rhode Island Avenue, NW., Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

Cart M. Hatvorson, president, The Associated General Contrac- 
tors of America, 1957 E Street, NW., Washington, D.C. 

Joun A. Srastny, national vice president and treasurer, National 
Association of Home Builders, Chicago, Ill. 


Alternate Commission members will be selected and 
announced shortly after consultation with the national 
labor organizations and contractor associations in the 
inaustry. 

NOTE: For the text of the Executive order establishing the Com- 
mission, see the following item. For the President’s statement of 


September 4, 1969, see page 1224 of this volume of the Weekly 
Compilation of Presidential Documents. 
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Construction Industry Collective 
Bargaining Commission 
Executive Order 11482. September 22, 1969 


ESTABLISHING A CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY 
CoLLEcTIVE BARGAINING COMMISSION 


WHEREAS, the national interest requires a steady level 
of construction activity; and 

Wuereas, labor-management relations in the con- 
struction industry reflect numerous signs of strife and ten- 
sions and the national interest requires an improvement in 
the procedures and performance of collective bargaining 
in this vital sector; and 

Wuereas, the continuation of these problems tends to 
encourage widespread public demand for governmental 
regulation and controls; and 

Wuereas, the achievement of greater stability in the 
flow of construction volume is essential; and 

WHEREAS, the Federal government and local and State 
governments, being major industry consumers, have a sub- 
stantial interest in construction activity; and 

Wuereas, the labor and management organizations 
in the construction industry recognize that industrial strife 
tends to disrupt construction operations and adversely to 
affect other sectors, including the public; and 

Wuereas, the Commission hereinafter provided for is 
designed to develop voluntary tripartite procedures to be 
followed in the settlement of disputes over the terms of 
collective bargaining agreements in the construction in- 
dustry involving the standard labor and management or- 
ganizations, and to engage in such related activities as 
will facilitate industrial peace and stability in the con- 
struction industry but the establishment of the Commis- 
sion is not intended to provide for compulsory arbitration 
or for any compulsory limitation on the right to strike 
or lockout; 

Now, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me as the President of the United States, it is ordered as 
follows: 

SecTIon 1. There is hereby established a Construction 
Industry Collective Bargaining Commission (hereinafter 
referred to as the Commission ). The Commission shall be 
composed of twelve members as follows: (1) The Secre- 
tary of Labor, who is hereby designated as the Chairman 
of the Commission, (2) the Director of the Federal Media- 
tion and Conciliation Service, and (3) the following mem- 
bers, all of whom shall be appointed by the President: 
(i) two members representative of the public, (ii) four 
representatives of labor organizations in the construction 
industry, and (iii) four representatives of employers in 
that industry. Representatives of the labor organizations 
and the employers shall be appointed after consultation 
with various national labor organizations and contractor 
associations in the construction industry, Alternate mem- 
bers also may be designated. 
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Sec. 2. The Commission shall have an Executive Direc- 
tor, designated by the Chairman, who shall assist the 
Chairman and the Commission in the performance of 
their functions as they may direct. The staff to be made 
available to the Commission shall include a person drawn 
from the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service to 
assist in coordination of mediation activities of the Service 
and the work of the Commission, a person from 
Department of Labor staff engaged in the administration 
of the Davis-Bacon Act, and such research and other 
personnel as may be necessary. 


Sec. 3. The general objectives of the Commission shall 
include, but need not be limited to, the following: 

(a) To study relevant private and public policies; (i) 
to upgrade the skills of, and to increase the labor force 
engaged in the construction industry and improve train- 
ing procedures; (ii) to reduce the instability of demand 
for construction labor, and (iii) to provide a greater num- 
ber of weeks of work per year to those engaged in the 
industry. 

(b) To strengthen the role of the national labor organi- 
zations and the national associations of contractors in the 
dispute settlement process, and to enhance their responsi- 
bility for the results of collective bargaining in the industry. 


(c) To establish more effective machinery for the reso- 
lution of disputes over the terms of collective bargaining 
agreements which at the same time recognizes the inter- 
ests of each branch of the industry and preserves existing 
procedures that have been effective. 


(d) To identify means to improve and adapt the struc- 
ture of collective bargaining in the industry to meet the 
challenges of technological innovation and changing 
demands. 

Sec. 4. The Commission is authorized to conduct 
studies and to make general recommendations respecting 
any problems relating to collective bargaining in the con- 
struction industry which may be presented to it from labor, 
management, or the public representatives. Such problems 
may include, but need not be limited to, the training and 
development of manpower, instability, the improvement 
of productivity and technology, the improvement of the 
mobility of the labor force, the portability of pensions, and 
job security. The Commission is also authorized to make 
general recommendations to the parties in the industry 
respecting collective bargaining practices and procedures. 


Sec. 5. (a) The Commission is authorized to intercede 
in any labor dispute in the construction industry when- 
ever in its judgment the labor dispute over the terms or 
application of the collective bargaining agreement is 
likely to have a significant impact on construction activity 
in a locality, or in other localities. The Commission is 
further authorized to develop a procedure whereby, as 
a matter of national interest, a 30-day period may be ob- 
served during which mediation and related activities may 
take place without the occurrence of a strike or lockout or 
other change in terms or conditions of employment except 
by mutual agreement of the parties. The Commission or 
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a panel designated by the Commission may, with the 
assistance of national labor organizations and national 
contractor associations where appropriate, seck to mediate 
such dispute, or make an investigation of the facts of the 
dispute and make such recommendations to the parties for 
the resolution thereof as it determines appropriate. In 
making any such recommendations, the Commission shall 
give due regard to the area and craft differentials, to the 
consequences of settlements on employment and on the 
economy of an area, and to other factors customarily con- 
sidered by parties in collective bargaining. 


(b) The Commission may hold such hearings, take 
such evidence, and gather such facts as it deems necessary 
and appropriate hereunder. Such hearings may include 
oral presentations by the parties and participation by such 
other persons from the area, or otherwise, as the Commis- 
sion deems would facilitate the discharge of its responsi- 
bilities under this order. 


Sec. 6. The Commission is authorized to issue such 
rules and regulations, and to adopt such procedures gov- 
erning its affairs, including the conduct of its disputes set- 
tlement functions, as shall be necessary and appropriate 
to effectuate the objectives of this order. The Commis- 
sion is authorized to establish panels composed of members 
of the Commission, alternates, or others, as may be des- 
ignated by the Commission. Such panels may be au- 
thorized to act for the Commission and to exercise the 
authority of the Commission in such matters as the Com- 
mission may delegate or direct. 

Sec. 7. (a) Expenses « ' the Commission shall be paid 
from such appropriations to the Department of Labor 
and the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service as 
may be available therefor. 


(b) All departments and agencies of the United States 
are authorized and directed to cooperate with the Com- 
mission in the effectuation of the purposes of this order to 
the extent authorized by law. 


(c) Members of the Commission who are officers or 
employees of the Federal Government shall receive no 
additional compensation by reason of this order. Other 
members of the Commission shall be entitled to receive 
compensation and travel expenses, including per diem 
in lieu of subsistence, as authorized by law for persons in 
the government service employed intermittently (5 U.S.C. 
3109, 5703). 


Sec. 8. (a) As may be appropriate, the Commission 
shall consult with the Cabinet Committee on Construc- 
tion and individually with heads of executive departments 
or agencies having responsibilities for programs affecting 
the construction industry. The Commission is authorized 
to request the heads of the departments and agencies 
concerned to establish advisory panels from represent- 
atives of such executive departments and agencies as may 
be necessary to carry out the objectives of this order. 

(b) The Bureau of the Budget is authorized to provide 
to the Commission information regarding Federal or 
Federally assisted construction. 
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Sec. 9. The Commission shall make reports to the 
President from time to time on its activities and its prog- 
ress in achieving the objectives and purposes of this order. 
The reports shall include such recommendations relative 
to the activities of the Commission as it shall deem 
appropriate. 

RicHARD NIxon 
The White House 
September 22, 1969 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 12:57 p.m., 
September 22, 1969] 


NOTE: For a statement by the President upon establishing the Com- 
mission and a list of Commission members see the preceding item. 


Department of Commerce 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Harold C. Passer as Assistant Secretary for 
Economic Affairs. September 22, 1969 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Harold C. Passer, of Rochester, N.Y., as Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce for Economic Affairs. He will re- 
place William H. Chartener who has resigned. 

Since 1952 until the present, Dr. Passer, 47, has been 
employed as an economist for Eastman Kodak Co. He 
was graduated from Harvard in 1943 where he received 
an M.A. in 1948 and a Ph.D. in economics in 1950. 

During World War II, he was a radar officer in the U.S. 
Navy, serving on the destroyer U.S.S. Young in the South 
Pacific in 1944-45 and in Hawaii in 1945-46. He was 
discharged with the rank of lieutenant. 

Dr. Passer served as a teaching fellow in economics at 
Harvard from 1946 to 1950 and as an assistant professor 
of economics at Princeton from 1950 to 1952. He has also 
lectured in economics at the University of Rochester and 
at Cornell University. 

During 1954-55, he served as a consultant on con- 
sumer expectations data to the Federal Reserve Board. 
During 1963-64, he was a member of the Wealth Inven- 
tory Planning Study, sponsored by George Washington 
University and the Ford Foundation. During 1967-68, 
he was a member of the Economic Advisory Board of the 
Department of Commerce. 

Dr, Passer is married to the former Louise Anderson 
Thurber of Rochester, N.Y. 


United States Naval Academy 


Announcement of Report of the Board of Visitors. 
September 22, 1969 


The President has received the May 1969 report of the 
Board of Visitors to the United States Naval Academy, 
together with comments by the Secretary of the Navy and 
the Secretary of Defense. 
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The Board reached the following conclusions: 


1. A program has been developed which promises to 
provide desirable at-sea training for midshipmen of the 
third class. 

2. The increased emphasis placed upon professional 
training and the new changes in the curriculum together 
with the athletic and at-sea training programs will accom- 
plish that delicate balance required between training and 
an academic education. 

3. The development of programs and the awarding of 
designated degrees in the several fields of engineering are 
to be commended. 

4. The Superintendent's program of internal organi- 
zation to facilitate and expand research is endorsed. 

5. The positive and professional approach evident in 
the new system of plebe indoctrination is favorably 
endorsed. . 


The Board made the following recommendations: 


1. That four amphibious ships (attack transport) be 
made available on an annual basis for a 6-week at-sea 
training program in order to insure continuity. 

2. That the new library building be included in the 
current FY 1970 military construction program and that 
the new engineering building be approved for inclusion in 
the FY 1971 program. 

3. That no further steps be taken to substitute civilian 
employees for military personnel at the Academy. 

4. That the office of the Comptroller of the Academy 
be reorganized so that fiscal matters might be handled on 
a broad management level with emphasis on advanced, 
coordinated fiscal planning. 

5. That added consideration be given to the research 
capability of the Academy. 

6. That the Superintendent should be a vice admiral 
and the Commandant a rear admiral. 


The Board was composed of the following members: 
Guy SrTiLLMaAn, counsulting engineer, Phoenix, Ariz—Chairman. 
SENATOR Epwarp J. Gurney, Fla. 

SENATOR WarRREN G. Macnuson, Wash. 
SENATOR RicHARD S. SCHWEIKER, Pa. 
SENATOR JosEPH D. Typincs, Md. 
ConcreEssMAN W. C. DANIEL, Va. 
ConcressMAN DANrEt J. FLoop, Pa. 
ConGrESSMAN GLENARD P. Lipscoms, Calif. 
ConcressMAN Rocers C. B. Morton, Md. 
ConGRESSMAN SAMUEL S. StraTTON, N.Y. 


Leste CARPENTER, newspaper columnist and correspondent, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 

Grorce W. Griver, vice president, secretary and general counsel, 
The Carborundum Co., Niagara Falls, N.Y. 


Dr. Epwin D. Harrison, president, Georgia Institute of Technol- 
ogy, Atlanta, Ga. 


WituraM A. SHEA, attorney, New York, N.Y. 
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 1969 
Supersonic Transport 


The President’s Remarks Announcing His Decision To 
Continue Development of the SST. 
September 23, 1969 


Ladies and gentlemen: 


The purpose of this briefing, which will be conducted 
by Secretary of Transportation Volpe, is to make a major 
announcement with regard to the future of American 
leadership in air transport. 

I think all of us are aware that for 50 years the United 
States has led the world in air transport. The decision 
that we announce today means that we will continue to 
maintain leadership in this field. 

The supersonic transport is going to be built. The ques- 
tion is whether in the years ahead the people of the world 
will be flying in American supersonic transports or in the 
transports of other nations. And the question is whether 
the United States, after starting and stopping this pro- 
gram, after stretching it out, finally decides to go ahead. 

This has been a very difficult decision in terms of a very 
spirited debate within the administration and also within 
the Congress as to the proper priority for funds. 

I have made the decision that we should go ahead. 

I have made it first because I want the United States 
to continue to lead the world in air transport. And it is 
esential to build this plane if we are to maintain that 
leadership. 

I have made the decision, also, because in another sense 
this means that through this plane we are going to be able 
to bring the world closer together in a true physical and 
time sense. This plane, which will fly at 1,700 miles an 
hour, will mean that in the year 1978, when it will fly com- 
mercially—the prototype will fly in 1972—but in the year 
1978 when it will fly commercially, that Tokyo will be as 
close to Washington, D.C., as far as hours are concerned, 
as London is today. And, in another sense, Argentina will 
be as close—the furthest tip of Latin America—to Wash- 
ington, D.C. as London is today. 

This is a massive stride forward in the field of transport 
and I think all of us want the United States to move for- 
ward in this area. 

There are arguments that the Secretary will be able to 
answer with regard to the technical features of the plane. 
After listening to all of those arguments, I am convinced 
that the technical factors can be solved and that we should 
move forward. 

And the decision is that now we do go forward and that 
the first prototype will be flown in 1972 and that the 
United States will continue to lead the world in air 
transport. 

I want to congratulate at this time not only the Secre- 
tary of Transportation, who has felt very strongly within 
the administration that we should go forward with this 
decision, but to the leaders—particularly from the State of 
Washington where the planes will be built, I understand, 
in the first instance, although this art will spread around 
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other parts of the country, and I am sure subcontracts will 
cover the whole country—to Governor Evans, to Senator 
Jackson, to Congresswoman May, to Congressman Pelly, 
and also to the representative from the Appropriations 
Committee of the House, Mr. Bill Minshall of Ohio— 
certainly he has an interest in aviation, being a pilot him- 
self, and has long felt that we should go forward. 
Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 9:04 a.m. in the Roosevelt Room at 
the White House. 


United States Ambassador to the 
Republic of Ivory Coast 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
John Frick Root of Pennsylvania. 
September 23, 1969 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate John Frick Root, of York, Pa., as United States Am- 
bassador to the Republic of Ivory Coast. A career Foreign 
Service Officer of Class 1, Root has served since 1967 as 
Country Director, Northern Africa, in the Department of 
State. In Abidjan, he will succeed Ambassador George A. 
Morgan, who is retiring. 

Born in York, Pa., on January 14, 1918, Root attended 
Princeton University (A.B., 1940) and the Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy (M.A., 1941). During 
1942-46, he served in the U.S. Army as a captain, Trans- 
portation Corps, Europe. 

Root entered the Department of State as Commercial, 
Administrative, Consular Officer, Sao Paulo (1946-49), 
and subsequent overseas assignments have included: Lon- 
don (1949-52); Middle East Seminar, American Uni- 
versity, Beirut (summer, 1953); Paris (1956); Rabat 
(1957-59) ; and Algiers (1962-65). 

Among his home posts have been: Desk Officer ( Libya, 
Ethiopia), Office of Near Eastern Affairs; Officer-in- 
Charge, Northern African Affairs (1952-56); Deputy 
Director, Office of Northern African Affairs (1959-62) ; 
and Director, Office of North African Affairs (1965-67). 

Root is married to the former Marie Louise Pirman, 
and they have two daughters and five sons. 


Disaster Assistance for California 


Announcement of Allocation of Additional Funds 
for Repair of Damage Caused by Heavy Rains and 
Flooding. September 23, 1969 


The President today allocated to California an addi- 
tional $5 million for Federal disaster relief activities in- 
cluding repair or replacement of public property damaged 
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by prolonged heavy rains and flooding last January and 
February. 

Today’s action follows a January 26 major disaster 
declaration by the President, made at the request of 
Governor Ronald Reagan. Federal funds allocated to the 
State for this disaster thus far amount to $43 million. 

The money is from the President’s Disaster Fund, as 
provided by the Federal Disaster Act (Public Law 81- 
875). It will be administered by the Office of Emergency 
Preparedness regional headquarters in Santa Rosa, Calif. 


Disaster Assistance for lowa 


Announcement of Allocation of Additional Funds for 
Repair of Flood Damage. September 23, 1969 


The President today allocated to Iowa an additional 
$460,000 for Federal disaster relief measures including 
repair or replacement of public property damaged by 
spring floods. 

Today’s action follows an April 25 major disaster 
declaration by the President, made at the request of 
Governor Robert D. Ray. Federal funds allocated to the 
State for this disaster by the President thus far amount to 
$1,710,000. Iowa was included earlier in “Operation 
Foresight,” a massive flood preventive program covering 
25 States with total allocations of over $20 million. 

Funds allocated to the State today will be administered 
by the Office of Emergency Preparedness regional head- 
quarters in Denver, Colo. 


District of Columbia Council 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Dr. Henry S. Robinson, Jr., as a Member 
of the Council. September 23, 1969 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Dr. Henry S. Robinson, Jr., of the District of Colum- 
bia, to be a member of the District of Columbia Council 

for the remainder of the term expiring February 1, 1970. 
He will replace William S. Thompson who has resigned 
to become an Associate Judge of the District of Columbia 
court of general sessions. 

Robinson, 64, currently practices orthopedic surgery 
at the Johnson & Robinson Clinc in Washington, D.C. 
In addition, he also serves as a clinical assistant professor 
in orthopedic surgery at the Howard University School of 
Medicine. He was graduated from Colgate University in 
1926 and received his M.D. degree from the Howard 
University School of Medicine in 1930. He served his 
internship at Freedmen’s Hospital in Washington, D.C. 
during 1930 and 1931. 


WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


In 1933, Robinson joined the staff of Howard Uni- 
versity Medical School as a clinical instructor. He has re- 
mained with the staff since that time becoming first a 
clinical assistant then an assistant professor. 

Robinson is married to the former Marie H. Harris and 
they have two children. 


Office of Economic Opportunity 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Frank Charles Carlucci Ill as Assistant Director 
for Operations. September 23, 1969 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Frank Charles Carlucci III, of Scranton, Pa., to be 
Assistant Director for Operations of the Office of Eco- 
nomic Opportunity. He will succeed Theodore M. Berry 
who has resigned. 

Carlucci, 38, is a foreign service officer with the De- 
partment of State. He was graduated from Princeton 
University in 1952 and attended Harvard Graduate 
School of Business for 1 year. 

Following graduation from college he entered on active 
duty with the United States Navy and was discharged as 
a lieutenant junior grade in 1954. From 1955 until 1956, 
he was in private business with the Jantzen Company in 
Portland, Oreg. In 1956 he joined the Department of 
State where he worked in the Post Management Office. 
From 1957 to 1959, he served as Vice Consul and Eco- 
nomic Officer in Johannesburg, South Africa. In 1960, 
he became Second Secretary and Political Officer at 
Kinshasa, The Congo, and served there until 1962 when 
he became the Officer in Charge of Congolese Political 
Affairs at the Department of State. 

In 1964, Carlucci became the Consul General in Zanzi- 
bar and in 1965 assumed the post of Counselor for Politi- 
cal Affairs in Rio de Janeiro. 

Carlucci is married and has two children. 


Inspection of Tax Returns 


Announcement of Granting of Authority to the House 
Select Committee on Crime During the 91st Congress. 


September 23, 1969 


The President today granted the Select Committee on 
Crime, House of Representatives, authority, during the 
Ninety-first Congress, to examine income tax returns for 
the years 1960 to 1970, inclusive, under regulations 
governing the inspection of returns by congressional 
committees. 

This action was taken at the request of the committee. 
The inspection of these returns will assist the committee 








MONDA 
jn Cart 
crime 
17, 91 

An 
dentia 
nent t 


NOTE: 


Insj 


Exect 
Certa 
on Cr 


INSP! 
Coy 
By 

(a) o 

(26 l 

come 

durin; 
by the 
tives, 
conneé 
of crit 
tion |] 
specti 

the n 

the T 

inspe 


prove 


The 
Se 
[Filed 


NOTE: 
White 


order, 


Sul 


Ann 
Paul 
Boa 


nate 
the § 
years 


L. Se 


Mia 
1934 








MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 1969 


in carrying out its study and investigation of all aspects of 
crime in the United States, pursuant to House Resolution 
17, 91st Congress, agreed to May 1, 1969. 

Any information obtained by the committee is confi- 
dential, but the committee may report information perti- 
nent to its investigation to the House of Representatives. 


yore: For Executive Order 11483, see the following item. 


Inspection of Tax Returns 


Executive Order 11483 Providing for Inspection of 
Certain Tax Returns by the House Select Committee 
onCrime. September 23, 1969 


INSPECTION OF INcoME TAx RETURNS BY THE SELECT 
CoMMITTEE ON Crime, House oF REPRESENTATIVES 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by section 6103 
(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as amended 
(26 U.S.C. 6103(a) ), it is hereby ordered that any in- 
come tax return for the years 1960 to 1970 inclusive, shall, 
during the Ninety-first Congress, be open to inspection 
by the Select Committee on Crime, House of Representa- 
tives, or any duly authorized subcommittee thereof, in 
connection with its study and investigation of all aspects 
of crime in the United States, pursuant to House Resolu- 
tion 17, 91st Congress, agreed to May 1, 1969. Such in- 
spection shall be in accordance and upon compliance with 
the rules and regulations prescribed by the Secretary of 
the Treasury in Treasury Decision 6132, relating to the 
inspection of returns by committees of the Congress, ap- 
proved by the President on May 3, 1955. 

RicHarp Nixon 
The White House 
September 23, 1969 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 4:56 p.m., 
September 23, 1969] 


NoTE: Executive Order 11483 was not issued in the form of a 
White House press release. For an announcement of the Executive 
order, see the preceding item. 


Subversive Activities Control Board 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Paul J. O’Neill as a Member of the 
Board. September 24, 1969 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Paul J. O’Neill, of Miami, Fla., to be a member of 
the Subversive Activities Control Board for a term of 5 
years expiring August 9, 1974. He will succeed Leonard 
L. Sells whose term has expired. 

O’Neill, 56, is the manager of Haydon Stone, Inc., 
Miami, Fla. He was graduated from Rider College in 
1934. Following graduation he worked for a number of 
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newspapers in New England until he enlisted in the Navy 
in 1942. Following his discharge from the Navy in 1946, 
he became Secretary Treasurer of the Press-Union News- 
papers in Atlantic City, N.J. In 1951, he became a regis- 
tered representative with the firm of Newburger and Co. 

In 1955, ONeill joined the underwriting firm of Atwill 
and Co. in Miami. The company was merged into A. C. 
Allyn and Co. in 1959. He joined Haydon Stone & Co., 
Miami, in 1960 as assistant manager. 

He is married to the former Alyse Stern and they have 
four children. 


Presidential Task Force on 
International Development 


Announcement of Appointment of the Task Force’s 
Membership. September 24, 1969 


The President today announced the full membership 
of the Presidential Task Force on International Develop- 
ment, which will be chaired by Rudolph A. Peterson, 
President and Chief Executive Officer of the Bank of 
America. 

When the President announced the appointment of Mr. 
Peterson on September 2, he directed the Task Force to 
focus on the underlying rationale of the United States aid 
effort and its relationship to overall United States foreign 
policy. The President has charged the Task Force with 
developing a new U.S. approach to aid for the 1970's 
for presentation to him next February. It will hold its first 
meeting on September 24. 

The members of the Task Force are as follows: 


Eart L. Butz—Vice President and former Dean of Agriculture, 
Purdue University, Lafayette, Ind. 

WituiaM J. Casety—partner, Hall, Casey, Dickler, and Howley, 
Roslyn Harbor, N.Y. 

TERENCE CarpinaAL Cooxe—Archbishop of New York 

Joun E. CountryMAN—Chairman of the Board, Del Monte Corpo- 
ration, San Francisco, Calif. 

Tuomas B. Curtis—Vice President and General Counsel, En- 
cyclopaedia Britannica, Inc., Chicago, Ill. 

Ratpu Burton Gooxin—President and Chief Executive Officer, 
H. J. Heinz Co., Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Wituram T. Gossett—immediate Past President, American Bar 
Association, Bloomfield Hills, Mich. 

Wa cter A. Haas, Jr.—President, Levi Strauss & Co., San Francisco, 
Calif. 

Gorttrriep HaserLer—Professor of International Trade, Harvard 
University, Cambridge, Mass. 

Wituram A. Hewirt—Chairman of Board and Chief Executive 
Officer, Deere & Co., Moline, Ill. 

SamvueL P. Huntincron—Professor of Government, Harvard Uni- 
versity, Cambridge, Mass. 

Epwarp Mason—Professor, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. 

Rupotpu A. Peterson, Chairman—President, Bank of America, 
Piedmont, Calif. 

Davip RocKEFELLER—Chairman of Board, The Chase Manhattan 
Bank, N.A., New York City 

Rosert Roosa—partner, Brown Brothers, Harriman, Harrison, 
N.Y. 

Gen. Rosert Woon, retired—Staff Member, Research Analysis 
Corporation, Stafford, Va. 
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Presidential Unit Citation 


Announcement of Award to the 1st Brigade, 9th Infantry 
Division, and Attached Units, United States Army. 
September 24, 1969 


The President today awarded the Presidential Unit 
Citation to the 1st Brigade, 9th Infantry Division; Com- 
pany A, 15th Engineer Battalion; and Ist Battalion, 11th 
Artillery, United States Army, for extraordinary heroism 
in action against hostile forces during the period 7 March 
to 22 June 1968 in the Republic of Vietnam. 

The Citation follows: 

“By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of 
the United States and as Commander-in-Chief of the 
Armed Forces of the United States I have today awarded 

THE PRESIDENTIAL Unit CrraTion (Army) 
For ExTRAORDINARY HEROISM 
TO THE 
lst BricapE, 9TH INFANTRY DrvISION 
CoMPRISED OF 
HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS COMPANY 
2p BATTALION, 39TH INFANTRY—2D BATTALION, 60TH 
INFANTRY AND ATTACHED UNITS ; 
Company A, 15TH ENGINEER BATTALION—1ST 
BATTALION, 11TH ARTILLERY 
Unirep States ARMY 
The 1st Brigade, 9th Infantry Division, and attached 
units, distinguished themselves by extraordinary heroism 
in connection with military operations against hostile 
forces in the Republic of Vietnam during the period 
7 March 1968 to 22 June 1968. The Ist Brigade, 9th 
Infantry Division with attached units reopened and se- 
cured Highway 4, the vital link between the Mekong 
Delta and Saigon, in Dinh Tuong Province and con- 
ducted operations against Viet Cong main-force units 
operating in the areas adjacent to Highway 4. In a series 
of operations, the Ist Brigade, with Company A, 15th 
Engineer Battalion (attached) and the Ist Battalion, 
11th Artillery in direct support, located and engaged 
superior enemy forces in some of the most difficult terrain 
in Vietnam. The swift, decisive and fierce actions of the 
maneuver and supporting elements annihilated three 
well-equipped and well-trained enemy battalions. The 
lst Brigade succeeded in driving the Viet Cong from their 
traditional base areas in central Dinh Tuong Province. 
During these actions, 629 Viet Cong were killed, and 144 
captured along with 184 individual and crew-served 
weapons captured and destroyed. The Ist Brigade’s suc- 
cess in reopening Highway 4 restored use of this vital com- 
munications link to the Vietnamese populace. By their 
determined display of initiative, professional skill and 
extraordinary courage, which was in the highest tradi- 
tions of the military service, the men of the Ist Brigade, 
9th Infantry Division and attached units reflected the 
utmost credit upon themselves, the 9th Infantry Division 
and the United States Army.” 
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Presidential Unit Citation 


Announcement of Award to Company D, 4th Battalion, 
12th Infantry, 199th Infantry Brigade, United States 
Army, and Attached Units. September 24, 1969 


The President today awarded the Presidential Unit 
Citation (Army) to Company D, 4th Battalion, 12th 
Infantry, 199th Infantry Brigade, United States Army, 
and attached units for extraordinary heroism in action 
against hostile forces from 5 May to 10 May 1968 in the 
Republic of Vietnam. 

The Citation follows: 


“By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of 
the United States and as Commander-in-Chief of the 
Armed Forces of the United States, I have today awarded 

THe PRESIDENTIAL Unit Citation (Army) 
FOR ExTRAORDINARY HEROISM 
TO 
Company D, 4TH BATTALION 
12TH INFANTRY, 199TH INFANTRY BRIGADE 
Unirep States ArMy 
AND ATTACHED UNITs: 

MepicaL Ai DETACHMENT, BATTALION HQ AND 
Hg Company, 4TH BN, 12TH InF 
FoRWARD OBSERVER TEAM/BATTERY C, 2ND BATTALION, 
40TH ARTILLERY 
First PLatoon, D Troop, 17TH ARMORED CAVALRY 


who distinguished themselves by extraordinary heroism 
during the period 5 to 10 May 1968, while engaged in 
military operations against a hostile force in the Republic 
of Vietnam. Serving as a blocking element to deny hostile 
forces approach routes into Saigon and portions of Binh 
Chanh District, Company D and attached units repeatedly 
displayed outstanding acts of valor against superior forces 
in offensive, defensive and ambush operations. During the 
period nine major contacts were made with elements of 
four North Vietnamese Army battalions and in each in- 
stance the enemy forces were routed from the battlefield 
by the aggressive action, teamwork, firepower, esprit, 
heroism and outstanding tactics of the combined arms 
team. Maintaining pressure on the enemy forces to prevent 
their withdrawal, Company D dispersed and demoralized 
the units and prevented their reorganization, while killing 
181 North Vietnamese Army soldiers and capturing ten 
prisoners of war, numerous weapons, equipment and am- 
munition. Throughout the prolonged period of savage 
fighting the men of Company D by their relentless 
determination, undaunted courage and aggressive spirit 
performed countless acts of heroism as they defeated 
enemy forces with numerically superior automatic 
weapons, small arms, mortar and rocket fire. These 
actions significantly contributed to the overall defense of 
Saigon. 

The extraordinary heroism, devotion to duty, and deter- 
mination of all personnel of Company D and attached 
units reflect great credit upon themselves, their units and 
the United States Army.” 





MONDA 


Dis: 


Anne 
Repe 
Septe 


Th 
tiona 
cludi 
by sp 

Te 
larat 
erno! 
State 

TI 
(Pul 
Offic 
ters j 


Di 


An 
Dar 
Sep 


Virs 
mea 
int 


are 
wee 


the 
alsc 


me 
bri 


loa 
bu 
Re 
the 


de 
Gi 


re! 


Ca 








MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 1969 
Disaster Assistance for Minnesota 


Announcement of Allocation of Additional Funds for 
Repair of Damage Caused by Spring Floods. 
September 24, 1969 


The President today allocated to Minnesota an addi- 
tional $1.5 million for Federal disaster relief measures in- 
cluding repair or replacement of public property damaged 
by spring floods. 

Today’s action follows an April 18 major disaster dec- 
laration by the President, made at the request of Gov- 
ernor Harold LeVander. Federal funds allocated to the 
State for this disaster thus far amount to $4 million. 

The money is authorized by the Federal Disaster Act 
(Public Law 81-875), and will be administered by the 
Office of Emergency Preparedness regional headquar- 
ters in Battle Creek, Mich. 


Disaster Assistance for West Virginia 


Announcement of Allocation of Funds for Repair of 
Damage Caused by Severe Floods. 
September 24, 1969 


The President today declared a major disaster for West 
Virginia and allocated $150,000 for relief and recovery 
measures. The funds will be used in Greenbrier County, 
in the southeastern portion of the State, struck by severe 
floods following heavy rains September 5 through 7. 

The heavy rains and flooding in early September hit an 
area still suffering from the effects of flooding just 214 
weeks earlier, an aftermath of Hurricane Camille. 

The most serious destruction and damage occurred in 
the town of Renick while the community of Lewisburg 
also was seriously affected. As a result, there are require- 
ments for temporary housing for displaced flood victims, 
as well as for debris clearance and the repair of roads and 
bridges damaged by the floodwaters. 

The Small Business Administration is providing disaster 
loan service in Greenbrier County to aid homeowners and 
business concerns affected by the recent flooding. The 
Red Cross is furnishing relief and recovery assistance for 
the needy. 

This is the second major disaster declaration for West 
Virginia within the month of September. A major disaster 


declaration on September 3 covered areas, including ~ 


Greenbrier County, adversely affected by Camille’s tor- 
rential rains and flooding. 

The Office of Emergency Preparedness, through its 
regional office in Olney, Md., will administer funds allo- 
cated to the State by today’s action. 
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Subway System for Washington, D.C. 


Statement by the President Following Announcement of 
the Release of Funds for Construction of the System. 
September 24, 1969 


I want to congratulate and thank all those who have 
made possible the beginning of construction of the new 
subway system for Washington. The people of the area, 
and indeed of the Nation, owe appreciation to many 
persons who have labored so many years to make this day 
possible, but of course special thanks are due to Members 
of the Congress, to the Mayor and Council of the City of 
Washington, and to the Washington Metropolitan 
Transit Authority. 

More than a subway will begin in December. A city 
will begin to renew itself; a metropolitan area to pull 
itself together. That the Nation’s Capital is involved 
makes this an event of national significance. 


Task Force on Model Cities 


Announcement of Establishment and Membership. 
September 24, 1969 


The President today announced the second of the pres- 
ent series of task forces that are being established to as- 
sist the administration with ideas and recommendations 
for 1970 and beyond. Edward C, Banfield, professor of 
government at Harvard University, will be Chairman 
of the Task Force on Model Cities. The Task Force will 
review the current status of the Model Cities program, 
evaluate its operations to date, and make recommenda- 
tions concerning its future direction. 

The members of the Task Force on Model Cities are: 
Epwarp C. BANFIELD, professor of government, Harvard University, 

Cambridge, Mass.—Chairman 


Joseru W. Barr, Secretary, Department of Community Affairs, 
State Capitol, Harrisburg, Pa. 


BERNARD FRIEDEN, professor of city planning, Department of Urban 
Studies and Planning, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
Cambridge, Mass. 


Cuar.es Hitt, Deputy Secretary, Department of Local Affairs and 
Development, State Capitol, Madison, Wis. 


Rarpu Lazarus, chairman of the board, Federated Department 
Stores, Inc., Cincinnati, Ohio 


Ricuarp G. Lucar, Mayor, Indianapolis, Ind. 


WiiuiaM H. Rosinson, Director, Department of Registration and 
Education, State Capitol, Springfield, Ill. 


Davi Row.anps, City Manager, Tacoma, Wash. 


James Q. Witson, professor of government, Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Mass. 
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Task Force on Improving the Prospects 
of Small Business 


Announcement of Establishment and Membership. 
September 24, 1969 


The President today announced the establishment of a 
Task Force on Improving the Prospects of Small Business. 
Wilson Newman, chairman of Dun & Bradstreet, Inc., 
will be the Chairman of the Task Force. 

The Task Force will conduct an overview of the prob- 
lems faced by small business today, consider the problems 
that are likely to emerge in the years ahead, and recom- 
mend what might be done to enhance the prospects of 
small business in this country. 

The members of the Task Force on Improving the 
Prospects of Small Business are: 

Witson Newman, chairman, Dun & Bradstreet, Inc., New York, 
N.Y.—Chairman 

MiLuicent C. ALiarp, chairman of the board, Allard Express, Inc., 
Watertown, Wis. 


Rosert F. Buck, senior vice president, National Bank of Commerce, 
Seattle, Wash. 


W. Yost Futton, chairman of the board, Fulton Reid & Staples, 
Inc., Cleveland, Ohio 

MerwitH C. Gourovine, president, Gourdine Systems, Inc., Liv- 
ingston, N.J. 

Russet Hapen, Jr., president, Ionics Inc., Watertown, Mass. 

RicHarp H. Carter, president, Fostoria Corp., Fostoria, Ohio 

HERMAN Bevis, retired senior partner, Price Waterhouse and Co., 
New York, N.Y. 

Ro.tanp ERICKSON, executive vice president, General Foods Corp., 


White Plains, N.Y. 


Max H. Gooptog, president, General Medical Corp., Richmond, 
Va. 


ProFEssor FrANK L. Tucker, associate dean for external affairs, 
Graduate School of Business Administration, Harvard Uni- 
versity, Cambridge, Mass. 

Trupe C. Taytor, chairman of the board, Electronics Memories & 
Magnetics Corp., Hawthorne, Calif. 


White House Fellows 


Announcement Concerning Applications for the Sixth 
Annual Program. September 24, 1969 


The President today announced the start of the sixth 
nationwide search for outstanding men and women to 
serve as White House Fellows. 

Established in 1964, the White House Fellows program 
is designed to give rising leaders 1 year of “firsthand, 
high-level experience with the workings of the Federal 
Government and to increase their sense of participation 
in national affairs.” It is open to persons from all fields 
who are no less than 23 and no more than 35 years old, 
with the exception of Civil Service employees. 

The fourth group of White House Fellows has just com- 
pleted their year-long assignments and a fifth group, the 
1969-70 Fellows, took up their duties on September 2, 
1969. Of the new Fellows, two are serving with White 
House assistants, two with the Vice President, two with the 
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Director of the Office of Economic Opportunity, one with 
each of the secretaries of 11 Cabinet departments, and 
one with the Director of the Bureau of the Budget. 

White House Fellows are directly involved in the work 
of their respective agencies and offices; special assignments 
given them can result in important program decisions. In 
the course of the program’s 5-year existence, a report by a 
White House Fellow formed the basis for significant 
changes in the Government’s migrant labor program; one 
Fellow’s survey of natural resources in American island 
territories is leading to the development of a master plan 
to protect those resources; a new program for involving 
ghetto youth in cooperative profit-making enterprises was 
the idea of another. 

In addition to their jobs, the Fellows participate in an 
education program that includes informal discussions with 
top Government officials, scholars and journalists, and 
leaders from other segments of private life. The 86 young 
men and women who have, to date, been selected as 
White House Fellows have included lawyers, scientists, 
engineers, corporate business executives and independent 
entrepreneurs, scholars and academic administrators, 
writers and journalists, medical doctors, social workers, 
architects, and local public officials. The stiffness of the 
competition is such that the 86 Fellows have been chosen 
from over 7,000 applicants in the first 5 years. 

Leadership, intellectual, and professional ability, and a 
commitment to community and nation are the broad 
criteria employed in the selection process, 

Eleven regional panels, composed of distinguished citi- 
zens, review applications, interview candidates, and 
recommend the most outstanding applicants for further 
consideration by the President’s Commission. The Com- 
mission, now chaired by Dr. Arthur S. Flemming, presi- 
dent of the Macalester College, makes its final recommen- 
dations to the President in May. 

Applications for next year’s program will be accepted 
until December 24, 1969. Application forms and addi- 
tional information can be obtained from Hudson B. 
Drake, Director, Commission on White House Fellows, 
The White House, Washington, D.C. 

Other Commission members, in addition to Chairman 
Flemming, are: Patrick J. Buchanan, Special Assistant to 
the President; Dr. W. Glenn Campbell, Director, Hoover 
Institution on War, Revolution, and Peace, Stanford Uni- 
versity; Kenneth R. Cole, Jr., Special Assistant to the 
President; Mr. Francis L. Dale, president and publisher, 
The Cincinnati Enquirer; Robert H. Finch, Secretary of 
the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare; Mrs. 
Vera Glaser, columnist, Knight Newspapers, Inc.; Dr. 
Mason W. Gross, president, Rutgers University; H. R. 
Haldeman, Assistant to the President; Robert E. Hamp- 
ton, Chairman, Civil Service Commission; Dr. Alexander 
Heard, chancellor, Vanderbilt University; Miss Doris 
Kearns, assistant professor of government, Harvard Uni- 
versity; Dr. Roy E. Lieuallen, chancellor, Oregon State 
System of Higher Education; and Hobson R. Reynolds, 
Grand Exalted Ruler of the I.B.P.0.E.W. 
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American Education Week, 1969 
Proclamation 3935. September 24, 1969 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

There are times in the lives of men and in the lives of 
institutions when basic questions must be asked. Such a 
time has come for the institution of which many Amer- 
icans have been most proud: our system of education. 

We have reached a point at which we must take a close, 
long, hard look at what is good and what is bad about our 
schools, at what should be strengthened and what should 
be eliminated. 


Yet even as we make such an examination we must all 
agree on one basic principle: we must not allow our 
schools to be captured by violence or dominated by ideo- 
logical dogmatists. Our schools are not perfect, but this 
lack of perfection is no excuse for lawbreaking or a lack of 
civility and decency on the part of any critic, no matter 
how deeply he feels or how little he thinks. 


Those of us who have attended public, private and 
religiously affiliated schools and colleges realize that no 
single act can ever repay the institutions and the men and 
women who serve them for what they did for us. The 
overwhelming majority of students today feels the same 
way. A good education is a form of rebirth, a way toward 
economic and intellectual achievement, an affirmation 
that an individual human being’s thoughts are important, 
that his emotions can find creative direction, that he is a 
man and not a thing. 

This is what education can do at its best. This is what 
all Americans, young and old, black and white, must 
preserve, expand and protect. 

Therefore, I, RicHArpD Nixon, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate the period 
of November 9 through November 15, 1969, as American 
Education Week. 

I urge all Americans to join with me during this week in 
a thoughtful examination of our education system and in 
formulating ways in which education in America can be 
improved where needed, by the traditional American 
way of reason and open discussion. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this twenty-fourth day of September, in the year of our 
Lord nineteen hundred sixty-nine and of the Independ- 
ence of the United States of America the one hundred 
ninety-fourth. 

RicHarp NIxon 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:00 am., 
September 25, 1969] 
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Veterans Day, 1969 
Proclamation 3936. September 24, 1969 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


From Valley Forge to Vietnam, American servicemen 
have responded to their nation’s call to duty. 

That call has often led to loneliness, hardship, danger— 
and, for some, death. In response to that call, American 
servicemen have acted with unsurpassed valor and de- 
votion and have demonstrated to enemies of freedom all 
over the world that free men and women will defend the 
principles of a free society. 

After each war or conflict, these dedicated Americans 
who performed so valiantly as servicemen have returned to 
build a stronger country. Today there are approximately 
27 million American veterans. Their contribution to our 
nation, in war and peace, has been invaluable. 

To acknowledge the respect and admiration we have 
for our veterans, the Congress has designated Novem- 
ber 11 to be a legal holiday and to be known as Veterans 
Day, and has dedicated it to the cause of world peace (Act 
of May 13, 1938, 52 Stat. 351, as amended (5 U.S.C. 
6103) ). 

Now, THEREFoRE, I, RicHarp Nrxon, President of the 
United States of America, urge the people of this nation 
to join in commemorating Tuesday, November 11, 1969, 
as Veterans Day with suitable observances. 


I direct the appropriate officials of the government to 
arrange for the display of the flag of the United States on 
all public buildings on that day; and I request the officials 
of Federal, State, and local governments, and civic and 
patriotic organizations, to give their enthusiastic leader- 
ship and support to appropriate public ceremonies 
throughout the nation. 

I urge all citizens of every age to participate in these 
observances in honor of those men who have preserved 
our Union and our freedom. I ask that special prayers for 
peace be offered for our men still involved in defending 
the inalienable right of liberty; and for those whose 
memory we honor with a star of gold, let us pause in silent 
tribute on this Veterans Day, praying that they did not 
die in vain and that their sacrifices will bring us peace. 

In Witness WuereEor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this 24th day of September, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred sixty-nine, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the one hundred ninety- 
fourth. 

RicHarp Nixon 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:00 am, 
September 25, 1969] 
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VISIT OF PRIME MINISTER GOLDA MEIR 
OF ISRAEL 


Remarks of the President and Prime Minister Meir at the Welcoming 
Ceremony on the South Lawn. September 25, 1969 


THE PreswentT. Madam Prime Minister and our guests here at the 
White House today: 


It is a very great privilege for me, speaking in behalf of the 
American people, to welcome you, Madam Prime Minister, in a very 
personal sense, because you were raised in this country. You have been 
to this country many times, but we are particularly proud that for the 
first time we welcome you as Prime Minister of Israel. 

Speaking to you in that capacity, as the head of government of 
a very courageous people, a people who are determined to maintain their 
independence, who also are determined to achieve a lasting peace in 
the area in which they live, I look forward to the talks we shall have 
individually, and also with other members of your party. 

It would be less than candid for me not to say that the problems 
of the Mideast are terribly complex and not susceptible to solution in 
one meeting, or two or three, or even more, at the level at which we will 
be talking. 

But it is also proper to say that the Mideast and peace in the Mid- 
east is of interest not only to your nation and your neighbors but to the 
whole world, because of what could happen in the event that war were 
to break out there, the repercussions that that could have all over the 
world. 

We know that you and your people want peace. We know that 
your neighbors want peace. Certainly the majority of the people in the 
whole area want peace. The question is how to achieve it. On this we 
shall have discussions that I hope will be helpful: the real peace, the 
peace that is not simply one of words but one in which both parties will 
have a vested interest in maintaining. 

I would say finally, Madam Prime Minister, that a very famous 
British Prime Minister once said: “One should always talk as much 
as possible to women, because this is the best school.” 

I can assure you that I recognize the tremendous complexity of 
the problem we will be discussing. I recognize that it is necessary to 
get the very best answers that we can to find a solution to these problems, 
and I realize that in talking to you, not just because you are Prime 
Minister but because you are one of the outstanding women in political 
leadership in the world, that I will be truly going to the best school 
today and tomorrow. 

PRIME MINISTER Mer. Mr. President, needless to say, I am deeply 
moved by the reception and by the words that you have spoken. Every 
official guest from abroad to the White House must surely sense the 
significance of the occasion. May I say that this is particularly so for a 
representative of a people, small in numbers and in resources. 
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May I say that in receiving me here in friendship and equality 
you are affirming that the attitude of the United States to other peoples 
is not determined by physical factors. 

The history of Israel, reborn in the years preceding statehood and 
the more than two decades since its achievement, cannot be told without 
reference to the unwaivering support and friendship shown by successive 
American governments and by the American people. 

Within hours after the proclamation of our statehood, the United 
States Government recognized Israel, and Jewish remnants from the 
Nazi death camps, who had been largely liberated by the American 
forces in Europe, came to our shores. 

Mr. President, the ties between our two countries are rooted in 
the Biblical heritage and in the common dedication to human dignity, 
freedom, and to democracy. 

We have done everything in our power to translate these ideals 
into the fabric of our national life. It is this sense of affinity that has 
encouraged us to ask for America’s understanding and support in difficult 
times. 

The story of modern Israel is essentially the story of the return to 
the ancestral homeland of exiles from persecution, insecurity, and fear 
in quest of freedom, human dignity, independence, and peace. 

Today, no Jew need remain homeless because of oppression and 
insecurity. I am gratified to be able to say this here in this great land 
which has been a haven for the oppressed, including many of my own 
people. 

I shall be able to tell you, Mr. President, of Israel’s progress in many 
fields. Tragically, peace is still denied us. But that same faith that has 
sustained us down the ages instills within us the confidence that the hour 
of peace will come. 

I look forward to the day when an Israeli Prime Minister will be 
able to come here bearing to the President and the people of the United 
States the tidings that the Middle East has entered a new epoch of amity 
and regional cooperation. 

Mr. President, the prayers and hopes of my people are with you 
in the heavy responsibility you carry, not only for your great country 
but for freedom loving mankind at large. We follow with deep sympathy 
your efforts for regional and world peace, the phenomenal scientific 
advance of America under your leadership, the results of which are 
open to all nations, and your interest in economic and social advance- 
ment for all peoples. 

I am privileged, Mr. President, to convey to you the best wishes 
from the President, the Government, and the people of Israel, together 
with their deep appreciation for your invitation to me and for your 
interest in our welfare and progress. 

From Jerusalem, the city of prophecy and universal inspiration, I 
bring you the traditional Hebrew greeting: Shalom. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:37 a.m. on the South Lawn at the White House 


where Prime Minister Golda Meir was given a formal welcome with full military 
honors. 
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Interstate Commerce Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Robert Coleman Gresham as a Commissioner. 


September 25, 1969 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Robert Coleman Gresham of Silver Spring, Md., to 
be an Interstate Commerce Commissioner for the remain- 
der of the term expiring December 31, 1974. He succeeds 
Wallace R. Burke of Connecticut who died June 28, 1969. 
Burke was originally appointed in 1968. 

Gresham, 51, is currently Minority Staff Director of 
the House Appropriations Committee. He attended Sun- 
flower Junior College and graduated from Southeastern 
University, Washington, D.C., in 1942. 

From 1938 to 1953 Gresham was employed by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, first as a clerical em- 
ployee, then as a special agent. From 1953 to 1965 he 
served as the Assistant Director of Research for the Coun- 
cil of State Chambers of Commerce in Washington, D.C. 

He is married to the former Catherine Wooten and 
they have two children. 


Department of the Army 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Robert Louis Johnson To Be Assistant Secretary 
of the Army for Research and Development. 
September 25, 1969 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Robert Louis Johnson of Newport Beach, Calif., to 
be an Assistant Secretary of the Army. He will succeeed 
Russell D. O’Neal who has resigned. 

Johnson’s area of responsibility will be research and 
development. 

Johnson, 49, has been vice president, assistant general 
manager, McDonnell Douglas Astronautics Company, 
Western-Division MOL program since 1967. He was 
graduated from the University of California at Berkeley 
in 1941 and received his master’s degree from that school 
the following year. From 1942 until 1946 he served in 
the U.S. Navy attaining the rank of lieutenant prior to 
his discharge. 

Following his discharge from the Navy, Johnson 
joined Douglas Aircraft Company where he worked on 
missile design, guidance and control projects. In 1955 he 
was made assistant chief missiles engineer and in 1958 
missiles and space systems engineer. In 1961 he was pro- 
moted first to director of research and engineering and 
then to vice president, missiles and space systems division. 
In 1965 he became vice president for the manned orbiting 
laboratory program. 

Johnson is married to the former Betty Tuft. 
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National Library of Medicine 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Jack Malcolm Layton as a Member of the Board 
of Regents. September 25, 1969 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Jack Malcolm Layton of Tucson, Ariz., to be a 
member of the Board of Regents of the National Library 
of Medicine, Public Health Service, for a term expiring 
August 3, 1973. He will succeed Dr. Stewart G. Wolf, Jr., 
whose term has expired. 

Dr. Layton, 41, is currently professor and head of the 
department of pathology at the University of Arizona 
College of Medicine. He received his A.B. degree from 
Luther College, Decorah, Iowa, in 1939 and his M.D. de- 
gree from the State University of Iowa in 1943. 

He served as a medical officer in the United States 
Naval Reserve from 1944 to 1946. He then returned to 
Towa as an assistant in pathology and in 1947 became an 
instructor in pathology at the University. He remained 
in the pathology department at Iowa until 1967 during 
which time he was professor of pathology at the College 
of Medicine; then he assumed his current position. 

Dr. Layton is married and has two children. 


Military Liaison Committee to the 
Atomic Energy Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Dr. Carl Walske for Reappointment as Chairman of 
the Committee. September 25, 1969 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Dr. Carl Walske of Alexandria, Va., for reappoint- 
ment as Chairman of the Military Liaison Committee to 
the Atomic Energy Commission. Walske was originally 
appointed to this position in 1966. 

Walske, 47, was graduated from the University of 
Washington in 1944 and received his Ph. D. in theoretical 
physics in 1951. From 1951 until 1956 he worked at the 
Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory in New Mexico. From 
1956 to 1959 he was Deputy Director of Atomics Interna- 
tional, a division of North American Aviation. Following 
that he served as the Senior Scientific Representative of 
the Atomic Energy Commission of the U.S. Delegation to 
the Conference on the Suspension of Nuclear Tests in Ge- 
neva, Switzerland. He then, in 1961, became the Scien- 
tific Representative of the AEC in the United Kingdom 
and Ireland. 

From 1962 to 1963 he was employed as a theoretical 
physicist, RAND Corporation, Santa Monica, Calif. He 
then rejoined the Government as the Scientific Attaché 
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on the U.S. Mission to NATO. In 1965 he returned to 
Los Alamos as a theoretical physicist and remained there 
until he assumed his present position. 

Walske is married to the former Marjorie Nelson, and 
they have three children. 


National Adult-Youth 
Communications Week 


Proclamation 3937. September 25, 1969 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


The men who adopted and ultimately signed the Dec- 
laration of Independence were a varied group. Lawyers, 
planters, physicians, farmers, merchants, politicians— 
their backgrounds were as different as their love of lib- 
erty was unanimous. What is perhaps even more signifi- 
cant than the differences in their backgrounds was the 
differences in their ages: three were under thirty, twenty 
were under forty, seven were sixty or older. The committee 
assigned to draft the Declaration included one of the 
youngest-—Thomas Jefferson—and the oldest—Benja- 
min Franklin. 

These brave men did not hold that only those in a 
certain age group were gifted enough to join their strug- 
gle. Each man was judged not on how old he was but on 
how strongly he was committed to liberty. These men de- 
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bated and questioned each other as equals, because each 
shared the love of freedom that knows no boundary of age. 

The spirit of the signers of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence is needed in our nation more than ever before. 
Young and old, we are all Americans, and if we are to 
remain free we must talk to each other, listen to each 
other, young and old alike, in the interest of freedom. 

To encourage and stimulate better communication be- 
tween our citizens of different generations, the Congress 
by House Joint Resolution 614, has requested the Presi- 
dent to proclaim the period from September 28, 1969, 
through October 4, 1969, as National Adult-Youth Com- 
munications Week. 

Now, THeEreEForE, I, RicHarp Nixon, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate the 
period from September 28 through October 4, 1969, as 
National Adult-Youth Communications Week. 

I call upon the people of the United States to observe 
that week with appropriate ceremonies and activities de- 
signed to encourage cooperation—especially through the 
communication of ideas—between persons of different 
generations. 

In particular, I urge all American families to foster in 
their homes that atmosphere of mutual trust and under- 
standing on which human happiness and dignity depend. 

In Witness WueEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this 25th day of September, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred sixty-nine, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the one hundred ninety- 
fourth. 

RicHarp NIxon 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 3:41 p.m., 
September 25, 1969] 





SOCIAL SECURITY 


The President’s Message to the Congress Recommending an Increase in the 
Benefits and Certain Changes in the Program. September 25, 1969 


To the Congress of the United States: 


This nation must not break faith with those Americans who have 
a right to expect that Social Security payments will protect them and 


their families. 


The impact of an inflation now in its fourth year has undermined 





the value of every Social Security check and requires that we once again 
increase the benefits to help those among the most severely victimized 
by the rising cost of living. 

I request that the Congress remedy the real losses to those who now 
receive Social Security benefits by increasing payments by 10 per cent. 

Beyond that step to set right today’s inequity, I propose that the 
Congress make certain once and for all that the retired, the disabled and 
the dependent never again bear the brunt of inflation. The way to 
prevent future unfairness is to attach the benefit schedule to the cost of 
living. 
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This will instill new security in Social Security. This will provide 
peace of mind to those concerned with their retirement years, and to 
their dependents. 

By acting to raise benefits now to meet the rise in the cost of living, 
we keep faith with today’s recipients. By acting to make future benefit 
raises automatic with rises in the cost of living, we remove questions 
about future years; we do much to remove this system from biennial 
politics; and we make fair treatment of beneficiaries a matter of certainty 
rather than a matter of hope. 

In the 34 years since the Social Security program was first estab- 
lished, it has become a central part of life for a growing number of 
Americans. Today approximately 25 million people are receiving cash 
payments from this source. Three-quarters of these are older Americans; 
the Social Security check generally represents the greater part of total 
income. Millions of younger people receive benefits under the disability 
or survivor provisions of Social Security. 

Almost all Americans have a stake in the soundness of the Social 
Security system. Some 92 million workers are contributing to Social 
Security this year. About 80 per cent of Americans of working age are 
protected by disability insurance and 95 per cent of children and 
mothers have survivorship insurance protection. Because the Social 
Security program is an essential part of life for so many Americans, we 
must continually re-examine the program and be prepared to make 
improvements. 

Aiding in this Administration’s review and evaluation is the Advisory 
Council on Social Security which the Secretary of Health, Education 
and Welfare appointed in May. For example, I will look to this Council 
for recommendations in regard to working women; changing work 
patterns and the increased contributions of working women to the system 
may make present law unfair to them. The recommendations of this 
Council and of other advisers, both within the Government and outside 
of it, will be important to our planning. As I indicated in my message 
to the Congress on April 14, improvement in the Social Security program 
is a major objective of this Administration. 

There are certain changes in the Social Security program, however, 
for which the need is so clear that they should be made without awaiting 
the findings of the Advisory Council. The purpose of this message is to 
recommend such changes. 


I propose an across-the-board increase of 10% in Social Security 
benefits, effective with checks mailed in April 1970, to make up for 
increases in the cost of living. 

I propose that future benefits in the Social Security system be auto- 
matically adjusted to account for increases in the cost of living. 

I propose an increase from $1680 to $1800 in the amount benefici- 
aries can earn annually without reduction of their benefits, effective 
January 1, 1971. 

I propose to eliminate the one-dollar-for-one-dollar reduction in 
benefits for income earned in excess of $2880 a year and replace it by a 
one dollar reduction in benefits for every two dollars earned, which 


now applies at earnings levels between $1680 and $2880, also effective 
January 1, 1971. 
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I propose to increase the contribution and benefit base from $7800 
to $9000, beginning in 1972, to strengthen the system, to help keep future 
benefits to the individual related to the growth of his wages, and to meet 
part of the cost of the improved program. From then on, the base will 
automatically be adjusted to reflect wage increases. 

I propose a series of additional reforms to ensure more equitable 
treatment for widows, recipients above age 72, veterans, for persons dis- 
abled in childhood and for the dependent parents of disabled and retired 
workers. 

I emphasize that the suggested changes are only first steps, and 
that further recommendations will come from our review process. 

The Social Security system needs adjustment now so it will better 
serve people receiving benefits today, and those corrections are recom- 
mended in this message. The system is also in need of long-range reform, 
to make it better serve those who contribute now for benefits in future 
years, and that will be the subject of later recommendations. 


Tue BENEFIT INCREASE 


With the increase of 10%, the average family benefit for an aged 
couple, both receiving benefits, would rise from $170 to $188 a month. 
Further indication of the impact of a 10 per cent increase on monthly 
benefits can be seen in the following table: 


Single Person: Present New Present New 
(A man retiring Minimum Minimum Maximum Maximum 
at age 65 in 
Pee ree ee ree se $55. 00 $61. 00 $165. 00 $181. 50 
Married Couple: 
(Husband 
retiring at age 
PO Glee bv eee ee es 82. 50 91.50 247. 50 272. 30 


The proposed benefit increases will raise the income of more than 
25 million persons who will be on the Social Security rolls in April, 1970. 
Total budget outlays for the first full calendar year in which the increase 
is effective will be approximately $3 billion. 


AUTOMATIC ADJUSTMENTS 


Benefits will be adjusted automatically to reflect increases in the 
cost of living. The uncertainty of adjustment under present laws and the 
delay often encountered when the needs are already apparent is unneces- 
sarily harsh to those who must depend on Social Security benefits to live. 

Benefits that automatically increase with rising living costs can be 
funded without increasing Social Security tax rates so long as the amount 
of earnings subject to tax reflects the rising level of wages. Therefore, I 
propose that the wage base be automatically adjusted so that it corre- 
sponds to increases in earnings levels. 

These automatic adjustments are interrelated and should be enacted 
as a package. Taken together they will depoliticize, to a certain extent, 
the Social Security system and give a greater stability to what has become 
a cornerstone of our society’s social insurance system. 
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REFORMING THE SYSTEM 


I propose a series of reforms in present Social Security law to achieve 
new standards of fairness. These would provide: 

1. Anincrease in benefits to a widow who begins receiving her benefit 
at age 65 or later. The benefit would increase the current 8212% of her 
husband’s benefit to a full 100%. This increased benefit to widows would 
fulfill a pledge I made a year ago. It would provide an average increase of 
$17 a month to almost three million widows. 

2. Non-contributory earnings credits of about $100 a month for 
military service from January, 1957 to December, 1967. During that 
period, individuals in military service were covered under Social Security 
but credit was not then given for “wages in kind”—room and board, 
etc. A law passed in 1967 corrected this for the future, but the men 
who served from 1957 (when coverage began for servicemen) to 1967 
should not be overlooked. 

3. Benefits for the aged parents of retired and disabled workers. 
Under present law, benefits are payable only to the dependent parents of a 
worker who has died; we would extend this to parents of workers who are 
disabled or who retire. 

4. Child’s insurance benefits for life if a child becomes permanently 
disabled before age 22. Under present law, a person must have become 
disabled before age 18 to qualify for these benefits. The proposal would 
be consistent with the payment of child’s benefit to age 22 so long as the 
child is in school. 

5. Benefits in full paid to persons over 72, regardless of the amount 
of his earnings in the year he attains that age. Under present law, he is 
bound by often confusing tests which may limit his exemption. 

6. A fairer means of determining benefits payable on a man’s earn- 
ings record. At present, men who retire at age 62 must compute their 
average earnings through three years of no earnings up to age 65, thus 
lowering the retirement benefit excessively. Under this proposal, only 
the years up to age 62 would be counted, just as is now done for women, 
and three higher-earning years could be substituted for low-earning years. 


CHANGES IN THE RETIREMENT TEST 


A feature of the present Social Security law that has drawn much 
criticism is the so-called “retirement test,” a provision which limits the 
amount that a beneficiary can earn and still receive full benefits. I have 
been much concerned about this provision, particularly about its effects 
on incentives to work. The present retirement test actually penalizes 
Social Security beneficiaries for doing additional work or taking a job 
at higher pay. This is wrong. 

In my view, many older people should be encouraged to work. Not 
only are they provided with added income, but the country retains the 
benefit of their skills and wisdom; they, in turn, have the feeling of 
usefulness and participation which employment can provide. 

This is why I am recommending changes in the retirement test. 
Raising the amount of money a person can earn in a year without affecting 
his Social Security payments—from the present $1680 to $1800—is 
an important first step. But under the approach used in the present retire- 
ment test, people who earned more than the exempt amount of $1680, 
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plus $1200, would continue to have $1 in Social Security benefits with- 
held for every $1 they received in earnings. A necessary second step is to 
eliminate from present law the requirement that when earnings reach 
$1200 above the exempt amount, Social Security benefits will be reduced 
by a full dollar for every dollar of added earnings until all his benefits 
are withheld; in effect, we impose a tax of more than 100% on these 
earnings. 

To avoid this, I would eliminate this $1 reduction for each $1 earned 
and replace it with the same $1 reduction for each $2 earned above $3000. 
This change will reduce a disincentive to increased employment that 
arises under the retirement test in its present form. 

The amount a retired person can earn and still receive his benefits 
should also increase automatically with the earnings level. It is sound 
policy to keep the exempt amount related to changes in the general 
level of earnings. 

These alterations in the retirement test would result in added bene- 
fit payments of some $300 million in the first full calendar year. Approxi- 
mately one million people would receive this money—some who are now 
receiving no benefits at all and some who now receive benefits but who 
would get more under this new arrangement. These suggestions are not 
by any means the solution to all the problems of the retirement test, how- 
ever, and I am asking the Advisory Council on Social Security to give 
particular attention to this matter. 


CONTRIBUTION AND BENEFIT BASE 


The contribution and benefit base—the annual earnings on which 
Social Security contributions are paid and that can be counted toward 
Social Security benefits—has been increased several times since the Social 
Security program began. The further increase I am recommending— 
from its present level of $7800 to $9000 beginning January 1, 1972—will 
produce approximately the same relationship between the base and gen- 
eral earnings levels as that of the early 1950s. This is important since the 
goal of Social Security is the replacement, in part, of lost earnings; if the 
base on which contributions and benefits are figured does not rise with 
earnings increases, then the benefits deteriorate. The future benefit in- 
creases that will result from the higher base I am recommending today 
would help to prevent such deterioration. These increases would, of course, 
be in addition to those which result from the 10% across-the-board in- 
crease in benefits that is intended to bring them into line with the cost of 
living. 

FINANCING 


I recommend an acceleration of the tax rate scheduled for hospital 
insurance to bring the hospital insurance trust fund into actuarial balance. 
I also propose to decelerate the rate schedule of the old-age, survivors 
and disability insurance trust funds in current law. These funds taken 
together have a long-range surplus of income over outgo, which will meet 
much of the cost. The combined rate, known as the “social security 
contribution,” already scheduled by statute, will be decreased from 1971 
through 1976. Thus, in 1971 the currently scheduled rate of 5.2% to 
be paid by employees would become 5.1%, and in 1973 the currently 
scheduled rate of 5.65% would become 5.5%. The actuarial integrity of 
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the two funds will be maintained, and the ultimate tax rates will not be 
changed in the rate schedules which will be proposed. 

The voluntary supplementary medical insurance (SMI) of title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act, often referred to as part B Medicare 
coverage, is not adequately financed with the current $4 premium. Our 
preliminary studies indicate that there will have to be a substantial 
increase in the premium. The Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare 
will set the premium rate in December for the fiscal year beginning July 
1970, as he is required to do by statute. 

To meet the rising costs of health care in the United States, this 
Administration will soon forward a Health Cost Control proposal to the 
Congress. Other administrative measures are already being taken to hold 
down spiraling medical expenses. 


In the coming months, this Administration will give careful study 
to ways in which we can further improve the Social Security program. 
The program is an established and important American institution, a 
foundation on which millions are able to build a more comfortable life 
than would otherwise be possible—after their retirement or in the event 
of disability or death of the family earner. 

The recommendations I propose today, which I urge the Congress to 
adopt, will move the cause of Social Security forward on a broad front. 

Wewill bring benefit payments up to date. 

We will make sure that benefit payments stay up to date, auto- 
matically tied to the cost of living. 

We will begin making basic reforms in the system to remove inequities 
and bring a new standard of fairness in the treatment of all Americans 
in the system. 

And we will lay the groundwork for further study and improvement 
of a system that has served the country well and must serve future genera- 
tions more fairly and more responsively. 


RicHArRD NIxon 
The White House 


September 25, 1969 





Visit of Prime Minister Golda Meir 
of Israel 


Exchange of Toasts Between the President and Prime 
Minister Meir at a Dinner Honoring the Prime 
Minister. September 25, 1969 


THE PRESENT. Madam Prime Minister and our very 
distinguished guests this evening: 

As I look around this room, I see several Members of 
the Senate and the House who have been here before dur- 


ing this administration’s dinners in this State Dining 
Room, and who have seen the heads of state and heads of 
government who have been here. 

All of them were very distinguished leaders of their 
countries but, as you know, this is the first time in this 
administration we have had the honor to receive the head 
of government of another state who also is a woman. 

Now, that, naturally, should give a great deal of oppor- 
tunity for a President of the United States, in welcoming 
the Prime Minister, to remark about her unusual capabil- 
ities, not only in her official capacity but as a woman. 
I can only say this, that I am reminded of the fact that 
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David Ben-Gurion, in referring to our very distinguished 
guest this evening, referred to her as the best man in his 
Cabinet. 

I also recall the old Jewish proverb to the effect that 
man was made out of the soft earth and woman was made 
out ofa hard rib. 

I do not mean by these references to indicate that the 
Prime Minister whom we honor tonight, is one who does 
not have those very remarkable and unique qualities that 
we admire in the women of her country and the women 
of our own country, and the women of the world. But 
what I would like to say very simply is this: that through- 
out the history of her people, a history that we know very 
well in this country, a history that we heard even the 
Marine Band and our Strolling Strings attempt to rep- 
resent by music very briefly a few moments ago, we know 
that very capable women and strong women have played 
a remarkable and important part in that history. 

In Biblical terms, we remember Deborah, 3,000 years 
ago. The Bible tells us very little about Deborah, except 
that she loved her people and served them well. Then, if 
| may paraphrase, it concludes with this one thought: 
that there was peace in the land for 40 years. 

Madam Prime Minister, as we welcome you here at 
this dinner, and as we meet with you today and tomorrow 
on the occasion of this visit, what is really deepest in our 
hearts is the hope that history will record that after your 
service as Prime Minister there was peace in the land for 
40 years and longer. 

When we think back on your people, a war every 10 
years; when we think back on your people going back 
through the century, how they have suffered, we know 
how much the word peace means. 

We can say to you that while it is fashionable in the 
great councils of the world to talk rather casually about 
peace, and while it is, of course, expected that at events 
like this we use that term almost in an offhand way, that 
we feel it very deeply here. We feel it because the people 
of Israel deserve peace. They have earned peace, not the 
fragile peace that comes with the kind of a document that 
neither party has an interest in keeping, but the kind of 
peace that will last, one that will last for 40 years or even 
longer. 

I say that for another reason, too, I have had the 
privilege and I know that many of our friends around this 
room have had the privilege of seeing what the people of 
this very small country have done in Israel, and it is a 
remarkable story. 

With this immense military burden, with this tre- 
mendous budget that they have to bear in that respect, 
how they have made that land bloom, how they have made 
it productive. But also I have seen what the people of this 
country have done in other lands, in Africa, in Asia, in 
Latin America. People have gone from the State of Israel 
to these other lands in their own programs of assistance and 
advice and this kind of genius, this kind of ability, is very 
rare in the world. It is desperately needed in the world. It 
is desperately needed for the works of peace. 
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And for these and so many other reasons, we simply 
want to say that we are very honored to have the Prime 
Minister, the Foreign Minister, and others in this distin- 
guished party here in this room tonight. We are honored 
to pay tribute to a very brave and courageous people. We 
hope that as a result of our meeting that we will have taken 
a significant step forward toward that peace which can 
mean so much to the people of Israel, to the people of all 
the Mideast, and also to the people of the world. 

Now I would like to ask you to, in affirming that senti- 
ment, rise and raise your glasses with me to the Prime 
Minister. 

Prime Minister Mer. Mr. President, Mrs. Nixon, 
Mr. Vice President, friends: 

There is no use in my trying to hide the fact that this 
has been an exceptional day in my life. One reads some- 
times that representatives of big powers get together, try 
to solve problems, make certain decisions, and we know 
it is important. 

Then one sentence reads that representatives of little 
countries, not very powerful, not very much, not very able 
to give each to the other, one has a feeling; well, they got 
together; they at least shared their troubles and problems; 
they at least feel sorry for each other. That helps 
sometimes. 

But I think that this world would be entirely different 
if there was a possibility of meeting between the big and 
powerful and the small, in an atmosphere and a feeling 
not of one asking for something and one giving something, 
but in an atmosphere that in this world there must be a 
real partnership between large powers and small, rich and 
poor. 

This world has become too small and too full of prob- 
lems and troubles for any one of us to feel that he, by him- 
self, can either separate himself from the world and be 
happy in his home, isolated because he is powerful, or that 
it doesn’t matter. 

There can be some that are secure and strong and re- 
sourceful and there are others that are small and poor and 
troubled, as though it did not affect all of us, what happens 
in any corner of the earth. 

We have become too advanced in science. If any trouble 
is discovered in the moon, Mr. President, I am afraid it 
will affect us on earth. We are all a part of everything that 
is good and everything that is dangerous. 

To me this has been a great day, not because I have 
come representing the people that has no worry in the 
world, that has no problems, that need nothing. But this 
is a great day for me because I represent a small country, 
a small people. I represent a people that throughout its 
history for 2,000 years has known persecution, has known 
discrimination, has been driven from place to place. And 
for 2,000 years this people has refused to give up a dream, 
an ideal that some day it will come back to its home and 
rebuild it. 

It is tragic that this happened when six million of our 
people were gone. Those six million in eastern and cen- 
tral Europe—those were the centers of culture, of religion, 
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of Zionism, of faith—withstood everything, all hardships, 
and did not give up their faith. They are gone. 

Every one of us feels that he has to make up and he 
owes it to them, not only to those who are alive, that those 
remnants that have remained, but owes it to them who 
are gone. 

Those who went to the gas chambers went singing, “I 
believe the Messiah will come.” They knew that they were 
going to their death and we feel that they left us a legacy 
that we must implement and put into life, that which 
they believed in and that for which they died. It is not 
simple in this world, in the neighborhood in which we live. 

When I say this was a great day for me, Mr. President, 
I shall remember it always, because you made it possible 
for me to speak to you, to bring before you all of our prob- 
lems, all of our worries, all of our hopes and aspirations, 
and if you will forgive me, I did not have a feeling for one 
single moment that I, representing little, tiny Israel, was 
speaking to the President of the great United States. 

I felt I was speaking to a friend who not only listens— 
in Hebrew we have two words, a word that means only 
listening, and a word that means that it really is 
absorbed—and I felt that you were not merely kind to 
listen to me, but you shared what I was saying, what our 
worries are. 

We discussed the problems of Israel as though they were 
our common problems. This means a lot. Israel has known 
in its short number of years too many hours when we felt 
we were all alone. And we made it. 

In 1948, when we were attacked by six Arab armies 
and had nothing to fight with, but thank God we did not 
lose our sense of humor, we said, yes, but we have a secret 
weapon and our secret weapon is, there is no alternative, 
we must win because we have nowhere to run to except 
the sea. Therefore, we chose to fight and to fight it out 
and win. We had no alternative. We had many hours 
that were dark, the hours before the 5th of June in 1967, 
none of us will ever forget them. 

But we believe. We have not lost our confidence. We 
have faith, not only in the life and existence and develop- 
ment of Israel, but we believe honestly and sincerely that 
the day will come when there will be peace in the area. 
The day will come when across the borders there will 
not be tanks and one will not listen only to the shelling, to 
the shells that will be sent from across the borders into 
villages, killing men and women and children. But I am 
convinced that the day will come when farmers from 
Israel, young men and women who have left their homes 
and left their towns and went to the desert and went to 
the hills at Galilee and brought life to the desert when 
nothing has bloomed for hundreds and hundreds and hun- 
dreds of years, and have brought forests to the hills and 
have absorbed human beings, shattered in body and spirit 
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after the Second World War, and made them alive again 
and they straightened their backs and the children who 
came to us with eyes full of fear are happy now and they 
sing. 

These men and women and these scared children who 
have now become young men and women have made it 
possible for us to develop the desert, to do what we have 
done, and there is song on their lips and they teach and 
they study and they farm and they build. 

No greater day can we envisage than when these people 
merely step across the border and with a farmer of Jordan 
and with a farmer in the Nile Valley and with a farmer in 
Syria, not when we are on the Golan Heights and we see 
what was not done in the villages of the Golan Heights— 
and we will just step across the border and bring with us 
not only the fruits of our experience but the joy in being 
alive together, we and they, and making it possible for their 
children, too, to live as human beings and to hope for a life 
where one will bring joy to everyone around and where 
we can erase from the minds of young people, where we 
can erase the horror of mothers that they bring children 
into this world and, who knows, maybe when they are just 
beginning their life they will be sent into the battleground. 

We believe in that, Mr. President, honestly and faith- 
fully. We are a people who for 2,000 years believed in the 
impossible. And here we are, a sovereign state, accepted 
in the family of nations, with many problems, many 
troubles, but here we are. 


And here we are speaking in the United States. Here I 
am as a guest of the President of the United States, having 
full understanding of what this day means, and yet I will 
come home and I will tell my Cabinet and I will tell my 
people and I will tell our children and our young people, 
don’t become cynical, don’t give up hope, don’t believe 
that everything is just judged only by expediency. 

There is idealism in this world. There is human brother- 
hood in this world. There is a great and powerful country, 
the United States, that feels that the existence of Israel is 
important to it because it is important that we all live and 
all exist, no matter how small and how troubled we are. 

Mr. President, thank you, not only for your wonderful 
hospitality, not only for this great day and every moment 
that I had this day, but thank you for enabling me to go 
home and tell my people that we have a friend, a great 
friend and a dear friend. It will help. It will help us 
overcome many difficulties. 

When the great day comes when this dream comes true, 
you will have had a great share in it. 

Thank you very much. 

To the President of the United States. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 9:53 p.m. in the State Dining Room 
at the White House. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S 
NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
SEPTEMBER 26, 1969 


UnitTep STATES PRESENCE IN VIETNAM 


Tue Preswent. Mr. Cormier? 

Q. How do you feel about the various proposals to 
propose an arbitrary cut-off time on our military presence 
in Vietnam? 

Tue Presment. I have considered a number of those 
proposals within the administration and, of course, have 
noted some of the references that have been made recently 
in the Senate in that regard. I know they were made with 
the best of intentions. However, it is my conclusion that 
if the administration were to impose an arbitrary cutoff 
time, say the end of 1970, or the middle of 1971, for the 
complete withdrawal of American forces in Vietnam, that 
inevitably leads to perpetuating and continuing the war 
until that time and destroys any chance to reach the objec- 
tive that I am trying to achieve, of ending the war before 
the end of 1970 or before the middle of 1971. 

I think this is a defeatist attitude, defeatist in terms of 
what it would accomplish. I do not think it is in the 
interest of the United States. 

I also believe that even though these proposals, I 
know, are made with the best of intentions, they inevit- 
ably undercut and destroy the negotiating position that 
we have in Paris. We have not made significant progress 
in those negotiations. But any incentive for the enemy to 
negotiate is destroyed if he is told in advance that if he 
just waits for 18 months we will be out anyway. Therefore, 
I oppose that kind of arbitrary action. 


Jupce CLEMENT HayNswortu’s NoMINATION 


Q. Mr. President? 

Tue Preswent. Mr. Hensley? 

Q. At the time or shortly after your appointment of 
Mr. Burger to the Supreme Court, it was said that you 
hoped, insofar as possible, to avoid appointments which 
would become controversial. The nomination of Judge 
Haynsworth has become controversial to a certain extent. 

THE Presment. Yes, I understand. 

Q. Has this become controversial enough to lead you 
to withdraw the nomination of Judge Haynsworth? 

Tue Preswent. No, I do not intend to withdraw the 
nomination of Judge Haynsworth. I studied his record as 
it was submitted to me by the Attorney General before 
Isent the nomination to the Senate. 

I have also noted the various items that have been 
brought up during the course of his hearings in the Senate. 
I still have confidence in Judge Haynsworth’s qualifica- 
tions, in his integrity. I believe that the Senate should 
approve him. I believe it will. I believe that he will be a 
great credit to the Supreme Court when he becomes a 
member of that Court, I hope in the fall term. 
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StupENT ANTIWAR DEMONSTRATIONS 


Q. Mr. President? 

THE Present. Mr. Horner? 

Q. What is your view, sir, concerning the student mora- 
torium and other campus demonstrations being planned 
for this fall against the Vietnam war? 

Tue Present. I have often said that there is really 
very little that we in Washington can do with regard to 
running the university and college campuses of this coun- 
try. We have enough problems running the Nation, the 
national problems. 

Now, I understand that there has been and continues 
to be opposition to the war in Vietnam on the campuses, 
and also in the Nation. As far as this kind of activity is 
concerned, we expect it. However, under no circum- 
stances will I be affected whatever by it. 


THE REPUBLICAN PARTY 


Q. Mr. President, does the “heartland” theory, which 
is outlined in the book, “The Emerging Republican 
Majority,” by an assistant of John Mitchell coincide with 
your own approach towards strengthening the party? 

THE PRESIDENT. I regret to say, and I hope this does 
not discourage sales of the book, which I understand are 
quite good, that I have not read the book. My own views 
with regard to the Republican Party have been often 
stated in backgrounders and also in public sessions. 


I believe the Republican Party should be a national 
party. I don’t believe in writing off any section of the 
country. I have attempted to make our appeal nationally, 
to the South, to the North, the East, the West, and to all 
groups within the country. 


To the extent that the book advocates theories that 
are inconsistent with that principle, of course, I would 
disagree with it. 


ScHooL, DESEGREGATION 


Q. Mr. President, sir, many civil rights groups are say- 
ing that your policy on school desegregation amounts to a 
retreat from the Supreme Court decision of 15 years 
ago. Some even say this amounts to an effort to build a 
party base for the Republicans in the South. 

Where do you stand on school segregation and how 
much more time do you think districts that haven’t com- 
plied ought to have? 

THE PreswentT. This is a very difficult problem. I 
would say first that we have had a lot of criticism from 
the South insofar as our integration and desegregation 
policies are concerned, as well as from the groups to 
which you refer. 

It seems to me that there are two extreme groups. There 
are those who want instant integration and those who 
want segregation forever. I believe that we need to have 
a middle course between those two extremes. That is the 
course on which we are embarked. I think it is correct. 
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As I evaluate the situation this year, I found that 
there are twice as many schools that are desegregated at 
the opening of this term as was the case at the opening of 
the term a year ago. I think that is progress. 

Now one other point that should be made. I do not con- 
sider that it is a victory for integration when the Federal 
Government cuts off funds for a school and thereby for 
both black and white students in that school, denies them 
the education they should have. That is not a victory for 
anybody. It is a defeat for education. 

I believe, therefore, that that particular device should 
be used as we currently are using it: only when it is ab- 
solutely necessary for the purpose of achieving our objec- 
tive of desegregated education. We are for it, but we are 
going to avoid both extremes. 


Om DEPLETION ALLOWANCE 


_ Q. You told an audience in Houston last fall that you 
opposed reduction of the oilmen’s depletion allowance. 
Do you still oppose it? 

Tue Preswent. As a matter of fact, I not only told the 
audience in Houston that, but that has been my position 
since I entered politics in California 22 years ago. It is still 
my position. 

I believe that the depletion allowance is in the national 
interest because I believe it is essential to develop our 
resources when, as we look at the Mideast and other 
sections of the world, many of our oil supplies could be cut 
off in the event of a world conflict. 

On the other hand, I am a political realist. I noted 
the action of the House of Representatives in reducing the 
depletion allowance. Also, my primary concern is to get 
tax reform. The tax reform which we submitted in April, 
which goes further than any tax reform in 25 years— 
we need that tax reform above everything else. 

On some of the items that I recommended, the House 
did not follow my recommendations, and the same will be 
in the Senate. When the bill comes to my desk, I intend 
to sign that bill, even though it does not follow all of my 
recommendations—provided it does not require a revenue 
shortfall that is more than I believe the Nation can stand. 


StrATEGIC Arms LIMITATION TALKS 


Q. Mr. President, can you tell us the reasons behind 
Russia’s prolonged failure to respond to your proposal 
for prompt negotiations on strategic arms limitations? 

THE PRESWENT. We are trying to explore those reasons. 
Mr. Rogers met with Mr, Gromyko on Monday. He will 
meet with him again on next Monday. He has no answer 
except a suggestion—and I don’t think I am divulging 
any confidences in this respect—that we may expect an 
answer in the near future and that it is likely to be a 
positive answer. 

Now, why the answer has been delayed is a question 
really that would have to be asked of those who have con- 
trol of policy in the Kremlin. 
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GOVERNMENT PERSONNEL CHANGES 


Q. Mr. President, would you please tell us when you 
are going to make some real, honest-to-goodness changes 
in personnel in these bureaucrats who have been in power 
through many generations who are still wasting the tax- 
payers’ money and making errors on the war and policy 
and promoting their friends, who are unqualified, to high 
jobs? I refer particularly to the office in the Pentagon of 
Assistant Secretary of Defense, Barry J. Shillito. 

THE PresivENT. I don’t know the gentleman, but after 
that question, I am going to find out who he is. 


SUPREME Court NOMINATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, could you give us some insight into 
your thinking, sir, as to the difference between the situ- 
ation that required Supreme Court Justice Fortas to 
resign and the recent disclosures concerning Judge 
Haynsworth? 

THE PRrEsIpENT. Since the matter is still before the 
Senate committee, I am not going to comment on the 
specifics that are being considered by that committee. 

I will simply stand on my statement that I was aware 
generally of Judge Haynsworth’s background, of his fi- 
nancial status, before he was appointed. I had confidence 
then in his integrity. I think the Senate committee will 
overwhelmingly agree with that opinion. 


SoctAL Securtry PROPOSAL 


Q. Mr. President, Congress has always taken a very dim 
view of the idea of automatically adjusting the social se- 
curity benefits to the cost of living, as you proposed yes- 
terday. As a political realist, do you think you can change 
their minds on this? 

THE PRESwENT. I am going to try. As far as that par- 
ticular proposal is concerned, there are some who reach 
a different conclusion for a reason that all of us will under- 
stand. They believe that it is an automatic escalator as 
far as inflation is concerned, and discourages those fiscal 
policies that would control inflation by assuming that we 
are going to have to raise social security because we have 
to accept the idea we are always going to have inflation. 

My view is different. I have found in examining this 
situation that where the Congress must always act to see 
to it that those on social security keep up with the rise 
in the cost of living, that the Congress tends to act either 
too late or with perhaps even overreaction to the situation. 

I believe this is the sensible, sound way to do it, and 
I think that it will be deflationary rather than inflationary 
in the long run. 


VIETNAM PEACE EFFORTS 


Q. How are you doing, Mr. President, in your efforts to 
end the Vietnam war? 

THE PRESWENT. Not as well as I would hope. I will not 
be doing as well as I would hope until the war is ended. I 
would point, however, to some progress. 





MONDAY, 


We p 
60,000 » 
We | 
and oth 
might | 
not be d 
In a 
tells us 
ing at tl 
it was i 
We f 
from w 
year. 
We | 
United 
sive pe 
mutual 
cease-fi 
we will 
Vietna 
ernmer 
whole t 
I no 
nifican 
for Ha 
made i 
The 
size th 
else. V 
South 
side ir 
believe 
insist « 
lieve tl 
more s 
even r 
that tl 
recogt 
going 
On 
its ob} 
tiate a 
is the. 
Mr 


Vietn 
date | 
of Se 
barra 
can c 

Ti 
the c 
Rela 
heari 
Sena 








MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 1969 


We point first to the fact that we have announced that 
60,000 Americans will be returned from Vietnam. 

We point, second, to the fact that as a result of that 
and other actions, that 50,000 Americans who otherwise 
might have been drafted before the end of the year will 
not be drafted. 

In addition to that, we find that infiltration, which 
tells us a lot about the enemy’s future capabilities, look- 
ing at the first 9 months of this year, is two-thirds less than 
it was in the corresponding period last year. 

We find that American casualties are down one-third 
from what they were over the same 9-month period last 
year. 

We find also that on the negotiating front, that the 
United States has made a far-reaching and comprehen- 
sive peace offer, a peace offer which offers not only 
mutual withdrawal of forces, internationally guaranteed 
cease-fires, internationally supervised elections in which 
we will accept the result of those elections and the South 
Vietnamese will as well, even if it is a Communist gov- 
ernment, and by making that offer we have reversed the 
whole tide of world public opinion. 

I noted when I was at the U.N. that I found no sig- 
nificant criticism of the U.S. policy. Now is the time 
for Hanoi to make the next move. We certainly have 
made it. 

There is one thing, however, which I should empha- 
size that is not negotiable. We will talk about anything 
else. What is not negotiable is the right of the people of 
South Vietnam to choose their own leaders without out- 
side imposition, either by us or by anybody else. We 
believe that that limited goal must be one that we must 
insist on. We believe that it can be achieved and we be- 
lieve that if we stay on this course and if we can have some 
more support in the Nation—we have a lot of support, but 
even more support in the Nation—for this steady course, 
that the enemy then will have the incentive to negotiate, 
recognizing that it isn’t going to gain time; that it isn’t 
going to wait us out. 

Once the enemy recognizes that it is not going to win 
its objective by waiting us out, then the enemy will nego- 
tiate and we will end this war before the end of 1970. That 
is the objective we have. 

Mr. Theis? 


SENATOR GOODELL’S VIETNAM PROPOSALS 


Q. Going back to Mr. Cormier’s question about the 
Vietnam cutoff, Senator Goodell, who will be a candi- 
date next year, is providing the vehicle for a new round 
of Senate hearings on this subject. Will this either em- 
barrass you as a Republican President, or other Republi- 
can candidates next year? 

Tue Presment. Mr. Theis, I, of course, can’t control 
the course of Senate hearings, particularly in the Foreign 
Relations Committee. On the other hand, as far as those 
hearings are concerned, I believe that a discussion in the 
Senate of this matter, an open discussion, in which all the 
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consequences of this very well-intentioned statement by 
Senator Goodell, all the consequences of it, the fact that 
it inevitably leads to the conclusion that the United States 
is going to be stuck in Vietnam until the end of 1970, that 
there is no hope of ending the war before then, that when 
that comes home, I think the Senate will overwhelmingly 
reject the Goodell proposition. 
Mr. Lisagor? 


Tue SouTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT 


Q. Mr. President, does the insistence upon self-deter- 
mination in Vietnam as an indispensable condition mean 
that you will support the present Thieu regime there 
until there is a negotiated settlement or until there are 
elections to change that regime? 

THE PRESmENT. It means, Mr. Lisagor, that the Thieu 
regime is there because of the result of an election, and 
until the people of South Vietnam have another oppor- 
tunity to vote, I think that the United States should not 
reverse that election mandate. That is the answer that 
I think is only appropriate under the circumstances. 


ScHooL DESEGREGATION 


THE Preswent. Mr. Loory? 

Q. Going back to your response to the school desegrega- 
tion question, it is now 15 years since the Supreme Court 
made its decision. How much longer do you think school 
segregation should be allowed to exist anywhere in the 
country? 

THe Preswent. Only as long as is absolutely neces- 
sary to achieve two goals—to achieve the goal of deseg- 
regated schools without, at the same time, irreparably 
damaging the goal of education now for the hundreds of 
thousands of black and white students who otherwise 
would be harmed if the move toward desegregation closes 
their schools. 

Q. Mr. President, in connection with the school deseg- 
regation, one of the most controversial cases has been the 
action that the Government took in Mississippi in deciding 
to ask for a further postponement of some of the school 
integration there. 

There have been published reports that Senator John 
Stennis of Mississippi informed the administration that if 
the school integration went through there, he might not be 
able to handle the administration’s defense bill, and that 
you, yourself, made the decision. 

Would you tell us whether these reports are true, 
whether Senator Stennis did so inform the administration, 
and your connection, if any, with this Mississippi case? 

THE Presment. Senator Stennis did speak to me, 
along with several other representatives from Mississippi, 
with regard to his concern on this problem. But anybody 
who knows Senator Stennis and anybody who knows me 
would know that he would be the last person to say, 
“Look, if you don’t do what I want in Mississippi, I am 
not going to do what is best for this country.” 
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He did not say that, and under no circumstances, of 
course, would I have acceded to it. 

With regard to the action in Mississippi, that action was 
taken by this administration because it was felt that 
better than cutting off the funds with the disastrous effect 
on the black and white students affected by that, the 
better course was the one that we did take—the one which 
gave more time to achieve desegregation without impair- 
ing education. 


Tue Unirep STATES AND Laos 


Q. There has been growing concern, sir, about deepen- 
ing U.S. involvement in the combat in Laos. If you confirm 
that, would you also say whether this runs counter to your 
new Asian policy? 

Tue Preswent. There are no American combat 
forces in Laos. At the present time, we are concerned by 
the North Vietnamese move into Laos. There are 50,000 
North Vietnamese there at the present time, and more 
perhaps are coming. 

As you know, the American participation in Laos is at 
the request of the neutralist government, which was set 
up in accordance with the 1962 Accords, which were 
agreed to, incidentally, by Hanoi, Peking, and the Soviet 
Union. That was during the administration of President 
Kennedy, negotiated by Mr. Harriman. 

We have been providing logistical support and some 
training for the neutralist government in order to avoid 
Laos falling under Communist domination. As far as 
American manpower in Laos is concerned, there are none 
there at the present time on a combat basis. 

Q. Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT. Mr. Potter. 

You say there are no combat forces in Laos. How do 
you regard the airmen who bomb the Ho Chi Minh Trail 
from bases in Thailand and Vietnam? Would you regard 
those as combat forces? 

Tue Present. When we consider the situation in 
Laos, I think President Kennedy in his first major tele- 
vision speech, which we all remember, in 1962, put it 
very well. He pointed out that Laos was potentially the 
key to what would happen in Thailand as well as in Viet- 
nam and the balance of Southeast Asia. 

Now, Laos relates very much to Vietnam, because the 
Ho Chi Minh Trail runs through Laos, It is necessary, 
under those circumstances, that the United States take 
cognizance of that, and we do have aerial reconnaissance; 
we do have perhaps some other activities. I won’t discuss 
those other activities at this time. 


BLack MEMBERSHIP IN CHICAGO CONSTRUCTION 
UNIONS 


Q. Mr. President, yesterday in Chicago, your Assistant 
Secretary of Labor, Mr. Fletcher, tried to hold some hear- 
ings about getting more blacks into the construction 
unions, and he was prevented from doing so. 
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I wonder if you could tell us, first of all, your reaction 
to that specific situation in Chicago, and, secondly, your 
general feeling about getting more blacks into the trade 
unions? 

THE PRESIDENT. Relating first to the second part of 
the question, it is essential that black Americans, all 
Americans, have an equal opportunity to get into the 
construction unions. There is a shortage in construction 
workers. 

The interest of the Nation requires this, apart from 
the matters of simple justice which are involved. 

Second, in this respect, we have, as you know, the 
Philadelphia Plan. We have had our problems in Pitts- 
burgh which are presently being discussed through our 
mediation, at least discussed, although it is still a very 
volatile situation. And now, of course, we have the prob- 
lem in Chicago. 

We intend to continue through the Department of 
Labor to attempt to make progress in this field, because 
in the long run, we cannot have construction unions which 
deny the right of all Americans to have those positions. 

America needs more construction workers, and, of 
course, all Americans are entitled to an equal right to be 
a member of a union. 


CONTROL OF INFLATION 


QO. Mr. President, on the subject of inflation, a number 
of economists have said that they do not believe the 
administration can take the steam out of the economy 
without exerting pressure on specific price increases, such 
as the auto increase, the steel price increase, and the 
others. 

Are you considering taking such steps, or do you feel 
that the corner has already been turned in the battle on 
inflation? 

Tue PreswentT. I would take those steps if history 
told me they would work. I would point out, however, 
that the previous administration tried, through jawbon- 
ing, as it is called, to put the blame on business for price 
increases; the blame on labor for wage increases. 

In 1966, the guidelines died. They died because when 
Government, which is the primary agent for increasing 
prices, fails to do its job, Government asking labor and 
management to do theirs, it simply won’t work. It is hypo- 
critical, it is dishonest, but most important, it is ineffec- 
tive, because since 1966, as you will note, 1966, 1967, 
1968, despite all of the calling of the people to the White 
House, telling them to hold prices down, hold wages down, 
prices continued to escalate. 

Now, we have attacked the source of the problem. We 
have cut the budget by $7 billion. We have monetary 
restraints. We have asked for an extension of the surtax 
rather than its complete elimination. And these basic 
policies, which go to the core of the problem, are begin- 
ning to work, as Mr. McCracken pointed out in his speech 
in Detroit on Monday. 
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Now that the Government has set the example, I be- 
lieve that labor and management would be well advised 
to follow the example. I am not jawboning and telling 
them to reform themselves, when we refuse to reform our- 
slves. But I do say this: that labor and management, 
labor that asks for exorbitant wage increases, management 
that raises prices too high, will be pricing themselves out 
of the market. 

Anybody who bets on a continuing inflation will lose 
that bet, because our Government policies are beginning 
to work and we are going to stick to those policies until we 
cut the rise in the cost of living. 


REDUCTION IN Drartr CALLS 


Q. Mr. President, my question concerns the draft, sir. 
The National Council to Repeal the Draft contends that 
your draft cut is a fraud, because the summer draft calls 
were inflated to allow for a preplanned cut. 

Would you comment, please? 

Tue Present. I don’t consider that charge as one of 
merit. I know of no inflation in the summer draft calls. 
i would also point éut the fact that when you look at the 
statistics with regard to the withdrawal of our forces from 
Vietnam, with regard to the reduction of our forces 
around the world, it is quite obvious that we don’t need 
asmany through the draft. That is why we did it, and not 
for the reason suggested here. 


EFFECT OF THE CHANGE OF LEADERSHIP IN HANOI 


Q. Mr. President, does the change of leadership in 
Hanoi, brought about by the death of Ho Chi Minh, 
show any sign at all to you, sir, of any change of intent 
tither in combat or in Paris, on the part of the enemy? 

Tue Preswenrt, Not yet, and we would expect nothing 
yet. Each of our systems of government has a problem. 
The major problem in a Communist system of govern- 
ment is the problem of succession. The North Vietnam- 
tse are going through that. 

Immediately after a change of leadership, there is a 
tendency for uncertainty and rigidity as the contest for 
power goes on. We think that is going on within North 
Vietnam at the present time. However, looking to the 
future, as new leaders emerge, as they look at the conse- 
quences of past policy and the prospects for future policy, 
and as long as the United States holds to its course, I 
think the prospects for a possible change are there. 

I am not predicting it. I am not trying to raise false 
hopes. I am only suggesting that since there is new leader- 
ship, we can expect perhaps some reevaluation of policy. 


Governor ROCKEFELLER’S REPORT ON LATIN AMERICA 


Q. Mr. President, when do you plan to make Gov- 
etnor Rockefeller’s report on Latin America public, and 
what is the main thrust of his recommendations to you? 

Tue Present. During the time that I have been in 
Washington, and a few of you—not many—have been 
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in Washington longer than I, in and out, I have found 
that we have had at least eight reports on Latin America. 

In talking to my friends in the diplomatic corps, they 
have begged me, “Please don’t study us,” because they 
have said, “All you do is study us and make headlines with 
the words and then have no action.” 

Now, when I set up the Rockefeller task force, I made 
one commitment to him, to which he completely agreed: 
that he would make the report to me, and what we would 
try to do is to make our actions make the news rather 
than the words make the news. 

I have already met with Governor Rockefeller. There 
are some very exciting recommendations in his report 
which we are going to adopt. I am going to meet with 
him for an extended visit tomorrow at Camp David, along 
with the Assistant Secretary of State for Latin America, 
Mr. Meyer. 

Then later in the month—I mean later in October— 
we will be making a major new pronouncement on Latin 
American policy, and a number of the Rockefeller recom- 
mendations will be in that announcement. 


MEETING WirH VIETNAM ADVISERS 


Q. Mr. President, 2 weeks ago today you had a major 
meeting with your top advisers and people directly in- 
volved in the Vietnam effort. I don’t think we have had 
a report, as such, on that meeting. I wonder if there 
was a focus such as the death of Ho Chi Minh, or just 
what was it all about? 

THe Preswent. Naturally, much of what was dis- 
cussed in that meeting could not be appropriately dis- 
cussed in a public forum like this. We looked over the 
military situation, the political situation in South Viet- 
nam, and naturally we speculated privately, and I would 
never speculate publicly, as to what might happen with 
the change of leadership. 

We did determine, however, that there were some good 
signs on the horizon—the failure of the enemy to be able 
to launch a summer offensive which everybody had pre- 
dicted, the fact that the infiltration rate was down by 
two-thirds, which means that the possibility of an offen- 
sive this fall has receded. 

We took note of that, and the fact that this Vietnamiza- 
tion program, despite some problems, was moving for- 
ward. Political and economic stability in the South, 
despite some significant problems, was going forward. 

All of these matters were taken into consideration. Gen- 
erally, I would not like to leave the impression that this 
was an overly optimistic report, because I believe in look- 
ing at Vietnam and all of our problems in a very realistic, 
down-to-earth manner. 

But I would say this: I think we are on the right course 
in Vietnam. We are on a course that is going to end this 
war. It will end much sooner if we can have to an extent, 
to the extent possible in this free country, a united front 
behind very reasonable proposals. If we have that united 
front, the enemy then will begin to talk, because the only 
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missing ingredient to escalating the time when we will 
end the war is the refusal of the enemy in Paris to even dis- 
cuss our proposals. The moment that they start discussing 
those proposals, then that means that we can bring the 
war to a conclusion sooner than if we just continue on our 
present course. 
Reporter: Thank you very much. 

NOTE: President Nixon’s seventh news conference was held in the 
East Room at the White House at 12 noon on Friday, September 26, 


1969. It was broadcast on radio and television. As printed above, 
this item follows the text released by the White House. 


National Federation of 
Republican Women 


Remarks of the President and Mrs. Nixon to Delegates to 
the Federation’s 15th Biennial Convention. 
September 26, 1969 


Mrs. Nixon. I am so glad to welcome all of you here 
to the White House. This is a historic spot of which all 
Americans are so proud, and we are happy to be here 
and have you right here on the grounds where you can 
see all the trees planted by the Presidents and you can 
visit the rooms. I know you know the history of them. It 
is fun to go over and over again. We never tire of it and 
I am sure you don’t, either. 

I just wish that the 425,000 members of your group 
could be here with us today. Why not? 

But anyway, their turn will come next, and we will be 
looking forward to seeing them next year. 

David, Julie, and I are looking forward to being with 
you, and also Tricia, may I add, tomorrow evening. Since 
Dick will not have that pleasure, he asked to come to 
greet you today, so here he is. 

Tue Preswent. That is the best introduction I have 
had in a long time. 

I want to join Pat in welcoming all of you to this house, 
which belongs to the whole Nation, but which we pres- 
ently are occupying, thanks to you. We realize that this 
is the first time in 8 years that the Republican Women’s 
Federation could come here. We are glad you are here. 

That does not mean you could not come always in any 
year, just as a tourist, but you are going to get a real, 
special tour today, believe me. 

We are so delighted, too, that it was one of those days 
in the fall in Washington when the weather is good, 
when we could have, for the first time, these grounds fixed 
as they are. We hope you have enjoyed the punch and 
the cookies. I don’t see much left. 

But anyway, it is so colorful to see it and we are glad 
that your coming allowed us to set it up in this way and 
that no rain bothered us. 

I would like to say, too, having had this introduction, 
and since this is a group of the Women’s Federation which 
has meant so much to us through the years, to the party, 
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going back through campaigns, as far as we are con. 
cerned, to 1946—anybody here that old?—that on this 
occasion I would like to say a word about the role of the 
women in this house, in this administration. 

I know you always read about what the President does, 
and mostly about what he doesn’t do. And some of it is 
true and some of it isn’t. You make up your own minds, 

In any event, what the women do, I think, does not 
get the credit they really deserve. You are going to see 
this great house. The First Ladies through the years have 
contributed to it. This First Lady, the First Lady in our 
house and in the White House, she has, of course, been 
engaged in a program, which is the responsibility of every 
First Lady, for redecoration. I hope you will like it. | 
hope you will like what she does. I certainly do. Of course, 
if I didn’t, I wouldn’t say so, but I like it. 

She picked this tie, too, and I like it. 

But that isn’t all. I was just thinking, when Pat men- 
tioned our two girls, the things that they do that you 
perhaps don’t hear anything about. Let me brag a little 
on them. 

For example, Tricia yesterday, or a couple of days ago, 
was in Philadelphia. Anybody here from Pennsylvania? 
Right. She was there helping to open an exhibition of 
Romanian art there in Philadelphia. She represented us 
in a very unofficial but a very effective way at the investi- 
ture of the Prince of Wales in England a little earlier. 

Julie, while she is in school at the present time, still has 
found the time to go to Chicago. Anybody here from 
Illinois? 

She has had time to go to Illinois with David for a 
meeting there, a Republican meeting, and then to New 
Mexico for a very historic meeting involving the Indians 
and job opportunities that are being provided in that area. 

All I want to say is this: We get a lot of invitations 
over there in that West Wing of the White House, but if 
you really want the stars of this outfit, you invite the girls 
or invite Pat, because they are the ones that can bring 
the message to you. 

Now a word about the First Lady. Naturally, her first 
responsibility is to preside over a great dinner such as 
we had last night for Mrs. Meir, the Prime Minister of 
Israel, and also this house with all of the responsibilities 
entailed in that. 

But, as you know, she has been active in volunteer 
activities around the Nation, and there are more trips of 
that type that are planned. In addition, she has to travel 
with me. I say “has to” because, in a sense, she is such 
a great asset, as any wife can be to her husband when 
there are responsibilities that go far beyond what a hus- 
band is able to undertake. 

I don’t know whether any of you—I am sure some of 
you—had an opportunity to see Nancy Dickerson’s pro 
gram on our trip around the world. I know that all of you 
heard the news commentators describing the hard sched- 
ule that I was going through, all the talks we were having; 
the hot weather and the rest. But I can tell you what 

I did was nothing compared to what she did. 
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As I look out over these grounds, I think halfway 
yound the world to a wonderful reception that we had 
in Pakistan. On the occasion of that reception in Pakistan, 
in Lahore, out there on the parade ground we saw over 
200 bagpipes in a great band, the best in the world, play- 
ing, that the Government of Pakistan arranged for us. 
There were awnings like this in the great style that the 
British through the years have had, and now those that 
ae formerly British colonies have continued to perpetuate 
now that they have become independent. 

We sat there in this particular place, and it was about 
|20° right under the awning. I was sitting there with the 
sweat pouring down my face. I didn’t think, really, that 
the afternoon would be one that I could get through. I 
looked over at Pat and she sat there just as cool as she 
could possibly be. 

So I wondered about the mystery of that. You know, 
they talk about the weaker sex and the stronger sex. I 
found in studying a little prior to Mrs. Meir’s visit here 
that there is an old Hebrew proverb to this effect: that 
man was made out of soft earth, and woman was made 
out of a hard rib. 

I only indicate that to say that in our family, certainly, 
Iam very proud of the role the women have played, and 
in saying that I am very proud, in the Republican family, 
of the role the women have played. Without you, we 
couldn’t win. With you, we will win. 

Incidentally, if I could just make, for a minute, a couple 
of political comments, anybody here from Virginia? All 
tight, we want a Governor down there. How about it? 

And how about New Jersey? We want a Governor in 
New Jersey, and we can get one. 

Of course, there are many other contests across the 
country. 

I see you have a Holton button right there. 

There are many others across the country. We will not 
go into those now. I simply want to say that I know that 
with your help, the victories we have been working to 
achieve can be achieved in the years ahead. 

Then just a word about some of the great issues in 
which you are interested. I know all of you are carrying 
not only your programs, but I see here the story on the 
issues and the rest. 

You remember the campaign of 1968. You remem- 
ber the things that all the candidates talked about. First 
and foremost was the issue of peace. The second issue was 
the issue of crime and reestablishing respect for law in 
this country. The third issue was the issue of inflation 
and high prices, and what we did about that. The fourth, 
if we were to add a fourth, was the whole problem of the 
poor, welfare, and what we were going to do about that 
terrible mess, the way it had been handled. 

I just want to give you a report very briefly on those 
four issues. I would like to say that we have solved them 
all, but the war still goes on. I will say this: After 5 years 
of more and more men going to Vietnam, after 5 years 
of higher and higher draft calls, we have turned it around. 
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We are bringing men home from Vietnam and we have 
reduced the draft calls. 


I pledge to you we are on a path that we believe can 
bring an end to that war, bring the kind of an end to 
the war that will discourage that kind of aggression in 
the future—the real peace that we want, the peace that 
will be not only for this generation, but for the genera- 
tions to come. I believe that we are on the right path, 
and I pledge the continued effort of this administration 
working toward that end. 


On the issue of inflation, we have had to do some 
things that are rather unpopular, unpopular in this sense: 
You know, it would be very easy to sit back and blame 
business for raising prices, and then turn to the labor 
unions and say, “You are responsible. You are asking 
for too much wages.” That is what the other adminis- 
tration did. 

You know what happened. It didn’t work. Prices went 
up 5 percent a year in 1966, 5 percent a year in 1967, 5 
percent a year in 1968. So when we came in, we recog- 
nized that the problem, as far as high prices were con- 
cerned, was not either the demands of labor or business 
raising prices. But if you want to talk about the cause of 
the high cost of living, it is the high cost of Government, 
and we have done something about that. 


We have cut the Federal budget by $7 billion. While 
that means that we are not able to give a lot of people the 
projects they want, and we would like to do it, while that 
means we can’t go as far as we would like to go on many 
of the programs that all of you are interested in, at this 
time, it does mean this: As interested as anybody may be 
in this project or that one, or another one, in one part of 
the country, the overriding concern every person here has 
to have is in how we can reduce the cost of living for 
millions of people, and this affects every American—how 
we can enable people to balance the family budget. 


We are trying to deal with that. If we have to make 
some unpopular decisions now, we are going to make them 
so that you are able to balance your family budgets all 
across America. 


Now, on this whole field of law enforcement, I suppose 
that one would say, “We have been in here 8 months. Why 
hasn’t crime stopped?” The answer is, crime will never 
stop. All we can do is slow it down. All we can do 
eventually, we hope, is to turn it around so that the 
statistics will be going down rather than up. 

We have slowed the rate in the increase in crime. But 
I can tell you this: Not only in Washington, but all over 
this country, we have a new attitude with regard to law 
enforcement and respect for law, and we are going to 
continue that kind of an attitude in America. 

I can also tell you: We have laid bills before the Con- 
gress, and if you really want action, ask the Congress to 
act on our bills, asking for stronger control of narcotics. 
Ask the Congress to act on our bills for control of obscen- 
ity. Ask the Congress to act on our bills for organized 
crime. 
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If Congress will give us the tools, we will control crime. 
That is what you want and that is what we are going to 
give you, so give us that chance. 

And now, finally, in this field that everybody here is 
concerned about, the field of those who don’t have that 
equal chance that I am sure all of you have had, or 
otherwise you wouldn’t be here in Washington. I want 
to say that we have decided that it was time for a new 
approach. It would have been easy to go on just the way 
we have been going, to just say, “Well, we have a wel- 
fare program. We are just going to pile on more and more 
and more as the previous administration did.” 

But this is what we found, and this is what I concluded: 
After spending billions of dollars more, and finding that 
we had made no progress on the problems of the poor, 
that there were more people on welfare, and more frus- 
tration, we decided that was the wrong road; we better 
get off of it and get on another road. So we have taken a 
new road to deal with this problem. 

That is why we have set forth the boldest, the most 
imaginative—yes, controversial, but it is the right way— 
new program in which we are going to get the people off 
of welfare rolls and onto payrolls in this country. 

That is why, in addition to helping those and providing 
a minimum floor under our family assistance program 
for all of those who are poor and cannot find work, we 
are going to see to it that there are work incentives, and 
work requirements, and that the working poor are helped 
as well as those who do not work. We believe that is the 
kind of aproach that Americans want. 

I want to say finally that in this whole field we could 
go on, but this is no time for the laundry list of every- 
thing we have done and all of the hopes that we have. I 
simply want to say on the 20th of this month we con- 
cluded 8 months in office. I wish we could have had solu- 
tions for all of these problems, but of this I am sure: 
We have turned this country around—we have turned 
this country around—we have turned this country around 
in terms of a new hope, not only for ending the war in 
Vietnam, but for avoiding other Vietnams. We have a 
new Asian policy, one in which we will help other coun- 
tries, but help them in the event that they have a problem, 
help them fight the war rather than fight the war for 
them, and we think that Americans support that kind of a 
proposition. 

We have a new approach and new hope that we are 
going to be able to get this great problem of crime under 
control, so that we can have a new attitude toward respect 
for law in this country. 

We have turned the situation around with regard to 
inflation. The first statistics, and these are the first hopeful 
ones we have had, coming in August, indicate that the 
hope for the future is a good one, provided we just stay 
on course. We couldn’t have done it unless we had had 
your support. 

All I can say is, we are grateful for the chance to live 
in this great house. I know that some who have been 
President have spoken of the awesome burdens and how 
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lonely you are, and all of those things. Well, I am never 
lonely here, I can assure you. 

Of course, I know others have said, “Well, why is it 
that a President goes away? Why does he go to California? 
Why does he go around the world? Why does he go to 
Key Biscayne? Why does he go to Camp David?” 

I just want to say one thing in a very personal sense: 
A President can leave Washington; he never leaves the 
job. I can assure you that we will never leave the job, 

I also want you to know that in terms of the future 
that we enjoy the privilege of living in this house. We 
welcome the challenge of meeting these great problems. 
We know how hard all of you worked to get us here and 
we are not going to let you down. 

Thank you very much. 

In saying goodby, you probably wonder, “What is he 
going to do now?” I am going back over to that Oval 
Office which I hope many of you have an opportunity to 
see, at least, this afternoon. First I meet the Postmaster 
General. And incidentally, we need postal reform. We 
need better postal service. I will tell him you want it. 
That will buck him up. 

Then I will have a final meeting, a very important 
meeting, with the Prime Minister of Israel, one of the 
great leaders of the world, and one of the great women 
of the world as well. 

Then I have a meeting with the National Security 
group. 

Let me see—what do I have after that? 

I am just suggesting that we do have some responsibili- 
ties, otherwise I would like to stay here and greet every one 
of you personally. 

Thank you. 


NOTE: The remarks began at 3:10 p.m. on the South Lawn at the 
White House. As printed above, this item follows the text of the 
White House press release. 


Visit of Prime Minister Golda Meir 
of Israel 


Remarks of the President and Prime Minister Meir at 
Departure Ceremonies at the White House. 
September 26, 1969 


Tue Present. Madam Prime Minister, it seems that 
you have just arrived and, of course, your visit has been 
a short one. But in the brief hours you have been in 
Washington we have had very extended talks, private 
talks, on the relations between our two countries and, 
beyond that, I want the members of the press to know, 
on problems in the world generally. 

This is the first opportunity I have had to talk to the 
Prime Minister, although I have known of her work in 
the field of diplomacy and in other areas over many, 
many years. She is, naturally, an expert and an advocate 
of the great principles that concern her own country, but 
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she has a very deep understanding of those issues that 
divide the world. 

It has been very valuable for me to have the benefit of 
her counsel on those problems all over the world, including 
even the problems of youth, which we discussed at some 
length last night, although we found, I must admit, no 
solutions. 

I would like to say, too, that in these talks we have 
discussed all of those matters that have been speculated 
about in the press. We will not announce any decisions at 
this time. There is no formal communiqué. 

This was a meeting where we thought it was very im- 
portant for us to have a direct discussion of, first, our 
past relations, where we are now, and what course of 
action should be followed in the future. 

I think we have a very good understanding as to the 
positions that we both take, and I think growing from 
this meeting could come some progress toward a solution 
of the terribly difficult problems we confront in the Mid- 
east. I say “could” because I want to be very realistic. 
I find that one thing the Prime Minister and I have in 
common is that we are “no nonsense” kind of people. We 
talk very directly and we cover a lot of subjects in a very 
brief time. 

The problems in the Mideast go back over centuries. 
They are not susceptible to easy solution. We do not 
expect them to be susceptible to instant diplomacy. On 
the other hand, we must try—and I was glad to find a 
willingness on the part of the Prime Minister and her 
colleagues—try to find a way to peace. 

We have no new initiatives to announce, but we do 
think that we have a better understanding of how we 
should move from here on out in attempting to meet this 
very difficult problem. 

I can only wish you well on the balance of your trip. 
I know you will receive a wonderful welcome everyplace 
you go, particularly in Milwaukee. Milwaukee lost the 
Braves, but they got you back. 

Tue Prime Minister. Thank you very much, Mr. 
President. 

Tue Preswent. As a matter of fact, the Braves could 
use you as a pinch-hitter right now in order to win. 

Tue Prime Minister. They lost that opportunity. 

Tue Present. They are in Atlanta. You know that. 

Tue Prime Minister. I only want to express my 
extreme appreciation for the opportunity that I have had 
to spend so much time with the President. It was an 
exceptional opportunity for me personally. 

The President says he knew about me. 

You would not be surprised, I suppose, if I said I knew 
about you, Mr. President. 

Also, representing my country, speaking to the President 
of the United States, I am happy that I can go home and, 
without any announcement of news, that I found in the 
President of the United States a friend of Israel, and found 
full understanding for our problems and difficulties; and 
that there is something that we share in common: that is, 
that everything should be done that is possible to bring real 
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peace in the area, knowing that the interest of peace is for 
the welfare of all in the area—not only Israel but the tens 
of millions of Arabs and others in the various Arab 
countries. 

It is good to know that in the search for peace, both of 
us, both of our countries, the populations in both of our 
countries, are deeply interested and dedicated to this quest, 
not something that is makeshift, but something that is real 
peace in the area of the Middle East and all over the 
world. 

Mr. President, I don’t know how to thank you for the 
time that you have taken, for the privilege that I have had 
to discuss many problems with you in an atmosphere of 
friendship and frankness, for the opportunity that you 
gave me to place upon your shoulders, that are carrying 
such a heavy burden for the entire world, also the burdens 
of a little country somewhere put away in the Middle East, 
but that you have made me feel means something to you 
and to your people. 

Thank you very much. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 5:12 p.m. in the Roosevelt Room at 


the White House. As printed above, this item follows the text of the 
White House press release. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations 
submitted to the Senate, below. 


September 22 


The Romanian and United States Davis Cup Tennis 
Teams met with the President at the White House. 

The President announced the appointment of Philip 
Handler as a member of the President’s Science Advisory 
Committee. 

Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi of Iran will visit Wash- 
ington on October 21 and 22. 

The Governors’ Task Force on Inflation Control met 
with the President at the White House. 


September 23 


The President announced his intention to nominate 
Brig. Gen. Sylvester T. Del Corso, Adjutant General of 
the State of Ohio, for promotion to reserve commissioned 
officer in the Army in the grade of major general. 

The President transmitted to the Congress the Third 
Annual Report of the National Advisory Council on 
Extension and Continuing Education. 


September 24 


The President transmitted to the Congress the 1968 
Annual Report of the St. Lawrence Seaway Development 
Corporation. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE * 


Submitted September 22, 1969 


CiauDE G. Ross, of California, a Foreign 
Service Officer of the Class of Career Min- 
ister, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the United Republic of 
Tanzania. 

Scorr HEvER, Jr., of the District of Columbia, 
to be Inspector General, Foreign Assistance, 
vice John K. Mansfield. 

ANTHONY Faunce, of Massachusetts, to be 
Deputy Inspector General, Foreign Assist- 
ance, vice Howard E. Haugerud. 

ArLIN M. ApDamMs, of Pennsylvania, to be 
United States Circuit Judge, Third Circuit, 
vice Harry E. Kalodner, retiring. 

I-aBEL A. BurGEss, of Arizona, to be a member 
of the National Transportation Safety 
Board for the term expiring December 31, 
1974. 

ALFRED T. GOODWIN, of Oregon, to be United 
States District Judge for the District of 
Oregon, vice John F. Kilkenny, elevated. 

Jack V. RICHARDSON, of Kansas, to be United 
States Marshal for the District of Kansas 
for the term of 4 years, vice Vance W. 
Collins. 

RayMonpd J. Howarp, of Wisconsin, to be 
United States Marshal for the Eastern Dis- 
trict of Wisconsin for the term of 4 years, 
vice James H. Dillon, term expired. 


Submitted September 23, 1969 


CLINTON E. KNox, of New York, a Foreign 
Service Officer of Class one, to be Ambas- 
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to Haiti. 

Hewson A. Ryan, of Massachusetts, a Foreign 
Service Information Officer of the Class of 
Career Minister for Information, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of America to 
Honduras. 


1 Does not include promotions of members 
of the Uniformed Services, nominations to 
the Service Academies, or nominations of 
Foreign Service Officers. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE—Continued 


Submitted September 23, 1969—Continued 

Harotp C. Passer, of New York, to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Commerce, vice Wil- 
liam H. Chartener. 

CRISTOBAL C. Durnas, of Guam, to be Judge of 
the District Court of Guam for the term of 
8 years, vice Paul D. Shriver, resigned. 


Submitted September 24, 1969 


FRANK CHARLES CarLucclr III, of Pennsyl- 
vania, to be an Assistant Director of the 
Office of Economic Opportunity, vice 
Theodore M. Berry. 

Henry S. RoBINSON, JR., of the District of 
Columbia, to be a member of the District 
of Columbia Council for the remainder of 
the term expiring February 1, 1970, vice 
William S. Thompson, resigned. 


Submitted September 25, 1969 


Pau J. O’NEILL, of Florida, to be a member 
of the Subversive Activities Control 
Board for a term of 5 years expiring Au- 
gust 9, 1974, vice Leonard L. Sells, term 
expired. 

ROBERT COLEMAN GRESHAM, Of Maryland, 
to be an Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sioner for the remainder of the term ex- 
piring December 31, 1974, vice Wallace R. 
Burke, deceased. 

ROBERT LOUIS JOHNSON, of California, to be 
an Assistant Secretary of the Army, vice 
Russell D. O’Neal, resigned. 


Submitted September 26, 1969 


CarL WALSKE, of Virginia, to be Chairman of 
the Military Liaison Committee to the 
Atomic Energy Commission. 

JacK MALCOLM LayYTON, of Arizona, to be a 
Member of the Board of Regents, National 
Library of Medicine, Public Health Service, 
for a term expiring August 3, 1973, vice Dr. 
Stewart G. Wolf, Jr., term expired. 


ACTS APPROVED 
BY THE PRESIDENT 


Approved September 22, 1969 


BJ. Mes. 199.0202 cn none Public law 91-7) 
Joint Resolution to extend for three 
months the authority to limit the rates o; 
interest or dividends payable on time and 
savings deposits and accounts. 


Approved September 24, 1969 


TES, FR Bivins Public law 91-72 
Joint Resolution authorizing the Presj- 
dent to proclaim the week of September 28, 
1969, through October 4, 1969, as “Nationa] 
Adult-Youth Communications Week”, 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


Listed below are releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary during the pe- 
riod covered by this issue which have not 
been included in the issue. 


Released September 22, 1969 


Press conference of Vice President Spiro T. 
Agnew and Gov. John A. Love of Colorado 
on controlling inflation with regard to the 
construction industry. 


Released September 23, 1969 


Press conference of John A. Volpe, Secretary 
of Transportation on the _ supersonic 
transport. 


Released September 25, 1969 


Press conference of Dr. Arthur F. Burns, 
Counsellor to the President, Robert M. Ball, 
Commissioner, Social Security Administra- 
tion, Howard Cohen, Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Welfare Legislation, and Alvin 
M. David, Assistant Commissioner, Social 
Security Administration, on the President's 
message to the Congress on social security. 
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